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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
There are at least 116 Ayahs in the Qur’an with a direct reference to
“charity”, including 30 Ayahs to Zakah, 21 to Sadaqah, 48 to Infaaq amd
17 to giving (without the use of the words Zakah, Sadaqah and Infaaq).
There are 19 Ayahs where Allah tells the disbelievers and/or hypocrites
that He will not accept their “charity” or where they discourage or
disparage the giving of charity, some of which are included in the 116
Ayahs above.
Despite scholars telling us that Zakah is compulsory (Fard), the 30
Ayahs on Zakah do not indicate the compulsory nature thereof and only
two Ayahs suggest punishment for not giving. There are also very few
Ayahs (overall) that actually instruct on exactly what and when or how
often to give, leaving little guidance to those who take the Qur’an as the
literal instruction.
Clearly, Muslims must rely on the Sunnah for details and instructions on
the various types of “charities” if they are to fulfil their obligations to
Allah and the rights of the poor/needy.
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INTRODUCTION
Muslims are taught that Zakah is one of the five pillars of Islam, in
importance only after Salaah, and as such it is a compulsory (Fard) act.
This “teaching” however is based on Sunnah and the opinions of scholars,
rather than on the explicit Qur’anic text, for the Qur’an does not specify
that Zakah is compulsory. In fact, except for two vague references (from
a list of 30 Ayahs on Zakah), all the Ayahs on Zakah are general
encouragements, rather than specific instructions.
However, Muslims also believe that while the Qur’an is the primary
source of law and guidance (and the undisputed Words of Allah), it is to
be used together with the Sunnah of the Prophet (S) to (better)
understand it. We have not covered the Sunnah (actions and sayings)
of the Prophet (S) in this paper, yet we have full faith that indeed the
Sunnah provides the evidence of the compulsory nature of Zakah and
thus accept without doubt that Zakah is a compulsory (Fard) act.
Accepting the above at face value, this paper attempts to understand
the Qur’anic concepts and injunctions relating to “charity” (in all its
forms) with the aim of:
i)
creating an easy reference guide for students of deen,
ii)
listing Ayahs that specifically encourage the giving of “charity”
or more generally those that encourage helping the needy, and
iii) identifying Ayahs that specify what and how much and when to
give.
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To that end, we set out to identify the Ayahs of the Qur’an that make a
specific reference to “charity” or more generally “giving” and have listed
them under five broad headings:
1) Those that contain the Arabic word ZAKAH (ٍ)زَ َكاة
2) Those that contain the Arabic word SADAQAH (ٍ)ص َد َق
َ

3) Those that contact the Arabic word INFAAQ ( )إِن َفاقand its various
derivatives (يٍْنفقو ٍَن, وأَنْفقوا,
ٍَ )والْمْنفق
َ ي
َ

4) Those that encourage “charity” or “giving” or “helping” but do not
use the words ZAKAH, SADAQAH or INFAAQ or its derivatives, for
example ([ )يَ ْب َخلونtranslate] and

5) Those Ayahs that show unbelievers discouraging or disparaging
“charity” or “giving”.
We depended on two resources for this purpose. In particular, the
website of Abdullah Yusuf Ali’s, The Meaning of the Holy Qur’an,
(muslimaccess.com/quraan/translations/yusufali/yusuf_ali.htm)
thinking that it was the most common English translation. We assumed
the site to be loyal to the hard copy translation.
We also made extensive use of the Quranic Arabic Corpus
(www.corpus.quran.com), which was an excellent website and was most
useful for its “word-by-word” translation feature. We also relied on the
Corpus’s seven translations feature, which contains the English
translations of Pickthall, Yusuf Ali, Shakir, Muhammad Sarwar, Mohsin
Khan, Arberry and its own Sahih International translation of the Qur’an.
We cannot confirm that these translations are loyal to the original or
indeed that they are generally accepted translations amongst AhleSunnah.
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ANALYSING THE WORDS (OR TERMS) USED TO DESCRIBE ZAKAH
We compared the seven English translations (Z1(a) & Z1(b)) against
themselves, to see if there was consistency in the translation of the
Arabic (ٍ“ ) َزَكاةZakah” into an English equivalent. Specifically, we wanted
to see if the translators used the same English word (or term) to
describe the Arabic (ٍ“ ) َزَكاةZakah” throughout their translations. This
would have given some indication as to the unique nature (if any) of
Zakah compared to other “charities”, thereby demonstrating its
obligatory (Fard) nature.
We found that Zakah is expressed as (“ )ا َّلزَكا ٍَةthe Zakah” in 25 of the 30

َّ “ )لpayers of
Ayahs. It is also expressed as (ٍ“ ) َزَكاةZakah” [30:39], (ٍلزَكاة

َّ “of Zakah” [21;73] and twice as (ٍالزَكاة
َّ )و
Zakah” [23:4], (ٍ)الزَكاة
َ “and Zakah”
[19:31 & 19:55]. Furthermore, while Zakah is coupled with Salaah (ٍ)الص ََل َة
َّ
َّ “the Zakah”.
in 26 Ayahs, it is not always in the form (ٍَ)الزَكاة

Notably, the Arabic (ٍ“ ) َزَكاةZakah” (in its various forms as stated above)
is sometimes preceded by different pronouns or verbs (Z2 & Z3) which
may alter the resultant action or intention. For example, an Ayah can
read: ()ووآتَى
َ “and give” [2:177] as an encouragement or ()وي ْؤتوا
َ “and to
give” [98:5] as an instruction or (ٍاء
َ َ)وإيت
َ “and giving” [21:73] as an act.

Still this does not alter the noun, Zakah, and leaves us curious as to
why some translators opted to use different English words (or terms)
for the Arabic.
Of the seven translators, Mohsin Khan and Arberry use the exact same
English word (or term) in all 30 Ayahs, while the remaining five
translators used different words (or terms) to describe Zakah. Mohsin
Khan used “Zakat” and Arberry “Alms”. We will discuss later what word
(term) were used to describe other forms of “charity” to see if they make
Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)
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a distinction between Zakah and other charities, and more specifically,
between what is compulsory (Fard) and voluntary or recommended.
The other translators{P, YA, S, SI} all used alternative English words (or
terms) for Zakah and these generally corresponded to Ayahs where the
pronouns or verbs preceding Zakah was different (Z1(a) & Z1(b)).
Sahih International, for its part, only used a different expression of the
word (term) Zakah once, which coincidentally is the only Ayah where
the Arabic Zakah is preceded by the Arabic (ٍ“ )فَاعلو َنare doers” [23:4]
which to our mind expresses the act of “giving”. Yusuf Ali also used a
different word (term) in the same Ayah, i.e. “deeds of charity”.
Incidentally, some translators used the English “Charity” or “Alms” to
describe Zakah as well as for Sadaqah, as we shall see later.
From the above we could not find evidence that the (ٍ“ ) َزَكاةZakah” of the
Qur’an is necessarily an obligatory (Fard) act. Indeed, there are no
Ayahs that expressly say that it must be given nor does it suggest
regularity of giving, either of which would have given it a compulsory
nature. We must thus depend on the Sunnah and the opinions of
scholars to confirm that indeed, the Zakah of the Qur’an is a compulsory
(Fard) act.
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English Translations to Describe the Arabic Zakah
2:277

5:55

19:31

19:55

21:73

Zakah

Zakah

Zakah

Zakah

Zakah

Pickthall

Poor
Due

Poor
Due

Almsgiving

Almsgiving

Giving of
Alms

Poor
Due

Yusuf Ali

Regular
Charity

Regular
Charity

Charity

Charity

Regular
Charity

Poor
Rate

Poor
Rate

Poor Rate

Almsgiving

Muhammad
Sarwar

Zakah

Alms

Religious
Tax

Mohsin
Khan

Zakat

Zakat

Arberry

Alms

Alms

Sahih
International

Shakir

23:4
Observant

30:39

58:13

73:20

98:5

Zakah

Zakah

Zakah

Zakah

Charity

Poor
Due

Poor
Due

Poor
Due

Poor
Due

Deeds of
Charity

Charity

Regular
Charity

Regular
Charity

Regular
Charity

Regular
Charity

Giving of
Alms

Poor
Rate

Charity

Poor
Rate

Poor
Rate

Poor
Rate

Poor
Rate

Religious
Tax

Religious
Tax

Religious
Tax

Zakah

Zakat

Zakat

Zakat

Zakat

Zakat

Zakat

Zakat

Zakat

Zakat

Alms

Alms

Alms

Alms

Alms

Alms

Alms

Alms

Alms

of Zakah

Zakah

41:7

Zakah

Charity

Zakah

Zakah

Table Z1(a): The different terms used for Zakah, include Charity and Alms
2:43 | 2:83 | 2:110 | 2:177 | 4:77 | 4:162 | 5:12 | 7:156 | 9:5 | 9:11 |
9:18 | 9:71 | 22:41 | 22:78 | 24:37 | 24:56 | 27:3 | 31:4 | 33:33

Sahih International
Pickthall
Yusuf Ali
Shakir
Muhammad Sarwar
Mohsin Khan
Arberry

Zakah
Poor Due
Regular Charity
Poor Rate
Religious Tax
Zakat
Alms

Table Z1(b): The same English word/term used in all the verses highlighted in green inc. Table Z1(a)
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Ayahs with different pronouns

waātū
and give

waātawū
and gave

wayu'tūna
and give

2:43 | 2:83 | 2:110 |
4:77 | 22:78 | 24:56 |
58:13 | 73:20

2:277 | 9:5 | 9:11 |
22:41

5:55 | 9:71 | 7:156 |
27:3 | 31:4

waātā
and give

waātaytumu
and give

waātīna
and give

2:177 | 9:18

5:12

33:33

waītāa
and giving

Wamā ātaytum min
But what you give of

wa-awṣānī
and has enjoined (on)
me

21:73

30:39

19:31

wal-mu'tūna
and the ones who give

waītāi
and giving

alladhīna lā yu'tūna
Those who (do) not give

4:162

24:37

41:7

wa-alladhīna hum …
fāʿilūna
Those who …(are) doers

wayu'tū
and to give

wakāna yamuru
And he used (to) enjoin

23:4

98:5

19:55

Table Z2
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Ayahs Highlighting the Pronoun/Verb and Salaah

الزَكا َة وارَكعوا مع َّ ِ ِ
ي
َوأَقِ ُيموا َّ
الراكع َ
الص ََل َة َوآتوا َّ َ ْ ُ َ َ
الزَكاةٍَ وارَكعوا مع َّ ِ ِ
ي
َوأَقِ ُيموا ا َّ
الراكع َ
لص ََلةٍَ َوآتُوا َّ َ ْ ُ َ َ
الص ََل َة َوآتوا َّ
َوقُولُوا لِلن ِ
الزَكا َة
َّاس ُح ْسنًا َوأَقِ ُيموا َّ

ِ
لص ََلةٍَ وآتُوا َّ
َوقُولُوا لِلن ِ
الزَكاةٍَ
َّاس ُح ْسنًا َوأَق ُيموا ا َّ َ
الزَكا َة وما تُ َق ِدموا ِِلَنْ ُف ِس ُكم ِمن خ ٍْي ََِت ُدوه ِعْن َد َِّ
اّلل
َوأَقِ ُيموا َّ
ْ ْ َْ
ُ
الص ََل َة َوآتوا َّ َ َ ُ
الزَكاةٍَ وما تُ َق ِدموا ِِلَنْ ُف ِس ُكم ِمن خ ٍْي ََِت ُدوه ِعنْ َد َِّ
اّلل
َوأَقِ ُيموا َّ
ْ ْ َْ
ُ
الص ََلةٍَ َوآتُوا َّ َ َ ُ
ِِ
الص ََل َة َوآتَى َّ
اه ُدوا
َوأَقَ َام َّ
الزَكا َة َوالْ ُموفُو َن بِ َع ْهده ْم إِ َذا َع َ

ِِ
لص ََلةٍَ وآتَى َّ
اه ُدوا
الزَكاةٍَ َوالْ ُموفُو َن بِ َع ْهده ْم إِذَا َع َ
َوأَقَ َام ا َّ َ

الص ََل َة َوآتَ وا َّ
َجُرُه ْم ِعْن َد َرّبِِ ْم
َوأَقَ ُاموا َّ
الزَكا َة ََلُْم أ ْ
لص ََلةٍَ وآتَوا َّ
َجُرُه ْم ِعنْ َد َرّبِِ ْم
الزَكاةٍَ ََلُْم أ ْ
َوأَقَ ُاموا َّ َ ُ

ِ
الص ََل َة َوآتَ وا َّ
َّاه ْم ِِف ْاِل َْر ِ
الزَكا َة
ض أَقَ ُاموا َّ
ين إِ ْن َم َّكن ُ
الَّذ َ
ِ
لص ََلةٍَ وآتَوا َّ
َّاه ْم ِِف ْاِل َْر ِ
الزَكاٍةَ
ين إِ ْن َم َّكن ُ
الَّذ َ
ض أَقَ ُاموا ا َّ َ ُ
صموا ِِب َِّ
ِ
الص ََل َة َوآتوا َّ
ّلل ُه َو َم ْوََل ُك ْم
فَأَقِ ُيموا َّ
الزَكا َة َو ْاعتَ ُ

صموا ِِب َِّ
ِ
َّ
ّلل ُه َو َم ْوََل ُك ْم
فَأَقِ ُيموا َّ
الص ََلةٍَ َوآتُوا الزَكاةٍَ َو ْاعتَ ُ
ال ََل تُ ْل ِهي ِهم َِتارةٌ وََل ب يع عن ِذ ْك ِر َِّ
الص ََل ِة َوإيتَاءٍ َّ
الزَك ِاة
ِر َج ٌ
اّلل َوإِقَ ِام َّ
ْ َ َ َ َْ ٌ َ ْ
ال ََل تُلْ ِهي ِهم َِتَارةٌ وََل ب ْي ٌع َعن ِذ ْك ِر َِّ ِ ِ
لص ََلةٍ وإِيتَ ِاء َّ
الزَكاةٍ
ِر َج ٌ
ْ َ َ َ ْ
اّلل َوإقَام ا َّ َ

9 | Page

and give

Waātū

][2:43:3

Zakah

l-zakata

][2:43:4

and give

Waātū

][2:83:21

the Zakah

l-zakata

][2:83:22

and give

waātū

][2:110:3

[the] Zakah

l-zakata

][2:110:4

and give

Waātā

][2:177:34

the Zakah

l-zakata

][2:177:35

and gave

Waātawū

][2:277:8

the Zakah

l-zakata

][2:277:9

and they give

Waātawū

][22:41:8

Zakah

l-zakata

][22:41:9

and give

Waātū

][22:78:35

Zakah

l-zakata

][22:78:36

and giving

waītāi

][24:37:12

Zakah

l-zakati

][24:37:13
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

الزَكاةَ وأ ِ
ول
الر ُس َ
َوأَقِ ُيموا َّ
َط ُيعوا َّ
الص ََلةَ َوآتوا َّ َ

ِ
الزَكاةٍَ وأ ِ
الص ََلةٍَ وآتُوا َّ
ول
الر ُس َ
َط ُيعوا َّ
َ
َوأَق ُيموا َّ َ

ِ
الص ََلةَ َوي ْؤتو ٍَن َّ
الزَكاةَ َوُه ْم ِِبْْل ِخَرِة ُه ْم يُوقِنُو َن
ين يُِق ُيمو َن َّ
الَّذ َ
الَّ ِذ ِ
الص ََلةٍَ ويُ ْؤتُو َن َّ
الزَكاةٍَ َوُه ْم ِِبْْل ِخَرِة ُه ْم يُوقِنُو َن
ين يُق ُيمو َن َّ َ
َ
ِ
الص ََلةَ َوي ْؤتو ٍَن َّ
الزَكاةَ َوُه ْم ِِبْْل ِخَرِة ُه ْم يُوقِنُو َن
ين يُِق ُيمو َن َّ
الَّذ َ
الَّ ِذ ِ
لص ََلةٍَ ويُ ْؤتُو َن َّ
الزَكاةٍَ َوُه ْم ِِبْْل ِخَرِة ُه ْم يُوقِنُو َن
ين يُق ُيمو َن ا َّ َ
َ
الزَكاةَ وأ ِ
الص ََلةَ َوآت ٍَ
َط ْع َن َّ
َوأَقِ ْم َن َّ
اّللَ َوَر ُسولَهُ
ي َّ َ
الزَكاةٍَ وأ ِ
ِ
ي َّ
َوأَقِ ْم َن ا َّ
َط ْع َن َّ
لص ََلةٍَ َوآت َ
اّللَ َوَر ُسولَهُ
َ

أَََل تَر إِ ََل الَّ ِذ ِ
الص ََلةَ َوآتوا َّ
يل ََلُْم ُك ُّفوا أَيْ ِديَ ُك ْم َوأَقِ ُيموا َّ
الزَكاةَ
َ
ْ َ
ين ق َ
ِ
ِ
أَََل تَر إِ ََل الَّ ِذ ِ
الص ََلةٍَ وآتُوا َّ
الزَكاٍةَ
يل ََلُْم ُك ُّفوا أَيْديَ ُك ْم َوأَق ُيموا َّ َ
َ
ْ َ
ين ق َ

ِِ
الص ََل َة َوالْم ْؤتو ٍَن َّ
الزَكا َة
ي َّ
َوالْ ُمقيم َ
ِِ
لص ََلةٍَ والْم ْؤتُو َن َّ
الزَكاةٍَ
َوالْ ُمقيم َ
ي ا َّ َ ُ
ِ
ين ََل ي ْؤتو ٍَن َّ
الزَكاةَ َوُه ْم ِِبْْل ِخَرِة ُه ْم َكافُِرو َن
الَّذ َ

الَّ ِذين ََل يُ ْؤتُو َن َّ
الزَكاةٍَ َوُه ْم ِِبْْل ِخَرِة ُه ْم َكافُِرو َن
َ
الص ََلةٍَ َوآتَيْ تمٍ َّ
الزَكاةَ َو َآمنْ تُ ْم بُِر ُسلِي
لَئِ ْن أَقَ ْمتُ ُم َّ
ِ
الص ََل َة وآتَ ْي تُم َّ
الزَكاةٍَ َو َآمْن تُ ْم بُِر ُسلِي
لَئ ْن أَقَ ْمتُ ُم َّ َ ُ
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and give

Waātū

][24:56:3

Zakah

l-zakata

][24:56:4

and give

wayu'tūna

][27:3:4

Zakah

l-zakata

][27:3:5

and give

wayu'tūna

][31:4:4

Zakah

l-zakata

][31:4:5

and give

Waātīna

][33:33:11

Zakah

l-zakata

][33:33:12

and give

Waātū

][4:77:11

the Zakah

l-zakata

][4:77:12

and the ones who give

walmu'tūna

][4:162:24

the Zakah

l-zakata

][4:162:18

give

yu'tūna

][41:7:3

the Zakah

l-zakata

][41:7:4

and give

waātaytumu

][5:12:19

the Zakah

l-zakata

][5:12:20

)Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

ِ
الص ََلةَ َوي ْؤتو ٍَن َّ
الزَكاةَ َوُه ْم َراكِ ُعو َن
ين يُِق ُيمو َن َّ
الَّذ َ
الَّ ِذ ِ
لص ََلةٍَ ويُ ْؤتُو َن َّ
الزَكاةٍَ َوُه ْم َراكِ ُعو َن
ين يُق ُيمو َن ا َّ َ
َ
الزَكاةَ وأ ِ
َط ُيعوا َّ
فَأَقِ ُيموا َّ
اّللَ َوَر ُسولَهُ
الص ََلةَ َوآتوا َّ َ
ِ
الزَكاةٍٍَوأ ِ
الص ََلةٍَوآتُوا َّ
َطيعُوا َّ
اّللَ َوَر ُسولَهُ
َ
فَأَق ُيموا َّ َ
ِِ
ين يَتَّ ُقو َن َوي ْؤتو ٍَن َّ
الزَكا َة
فَ َسأَ ْكتُبُ َها للَّذ َ

فَسأَ ْكتُبُ َها لِلَّ ِذين يَتَّ ُقو َن ويُ ْؤتُو َن َّ
الزَكاٍةَ
َ
َ
َ
الص ََلةَ َوآتوا َّ
ضا َح َسنًا
ضوا َّ
َوأَقِ ُيموا َّ
اّللَ قَ ْر ً
الزَكاةَ َوأَقْ ِر ُ
ِ
الص ََلةٍَ وآتُوا َّ
ضا َح َسنًا
ضوا َّ
اّللَ قَ ْر ً
الزَكاةٍَ َوأَقْ ِر ُ
َوأَق ُيموا َّ َ
الص ََلةَ َوآتَ وا َّ
الزَكاةَ فَ َخلُّوا َسبِيلَ ُه ْم
فَِإ ْن ََتبُوا َوأَقَ ُاموا َّ
ِ
لص ََلةٍَ وآتَوا َّ
الزَكاةٍَ فَ َخلُّوا َسبِيلَ ُه ْم
فَإ ْن ََتبُوا َوأَقَ ُاموا ا َّ َ ُ

الزَكاةَ فَِإخوانُ ُكم ِِف ِ
الص ََلةَ َوآتَ وا َّ
الدي ِن
فَِإ ْن ََتبُوا َوأَقَ ُاموا َّ
َْ ْ

الزَكاةٍَ فَِإخوانُ ُكم ِِف ِ
ِ
الص ََلةٍَ وآتَوا َّ
الدي ِن
َْ ْ
فَإ ْن ََتبُوا َوأَقَ ُاموا َّ َ ُ

الص ََلةَ َوآتَى َّ
ش إََِّل َّ
َوأَقَ َام َّ
الزَكاةَ َوََلْ ََيْ َ
اّللَ
الص ََلةٍَ وآتَى َّ
ش إََِّل َّ
الزَكاةٍَ َوََلْ ََيْ َ
اّللَ
َوأَقَ َام َّ َ

الص ََلةَ َوي ْؤتو ٍَن َّ
الزَكاةَ َويُ ِط ُيعو َن َّ
َويُِق ُيمو َن َّ
اّللَ َوَر ُسولَهُ
ِ
الص ََلةٍَ ويُ ْؤتُو َن َّ
الزَكاةٍَ َويُ ِط ُيعو َن َّ
اّللَ َوَر ُسولَهُ
َويُق ُيمو َن َّ َ
الزَكاةَ و َٰذَلِ ِ
ين الْ َقيِ َم ِة
ُحنَ َفاءَ َويُِق ُيموا َّ
الص ََلةَ َوي ْؤتوا َّ َ َ
كد ُ

الزَكاةٍَ و ََٰذلِ ِ
ين الْ َقيِ َم ِة
ُحنَ َفاءَ َويُِق ُيموا َّ
الص ََلةٍَ َويُ ْؤتُوا َّ َ َ
كد ُ
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and give

wayu'tūna

][5:55:10

Zakah

l-zakata

][5:55:11

and give

waātū

][58:13:16

the Zakah

l-zakata

][58:13:17

and give

wayu'tūna

][7:156:25

Zakah

l-zakata

][7:156:26

and give

waātū

][73:20:55

the Zakah

l-zakata

][73:20:56

and give

waātawū

][9:5:19

the Zakah

l-zakata

][9:5:20

and give

waātawū

][9:11:5

the Zakah

l-zakata

][9:11:6

and gives

waātā

][9:18:12

the Zakah

l-zakata

][9:18:13

and give

wayu'tūna

][9:71:13

the Zakah

l-zakata

][9:71:14

and to give

wayu'tū

][98:5:12

the Zakah

l-zakata

][98:5:13
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21
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23

24

25

يدو َن وجه َِّ
ِ ٍ
ضعِ ُفو َن
ك ُه ُم الْ ُم ْ
اّلل فَأُوَٰلَئِ َ
َوَما آتَ ْي ت ٍْم م ْن َزَكاة تُِر ُ َ ْ َ
يدو َن وجه َِّ
ِ
ضعِ ُفو َن
ك ُه ُم الْ ُم ْ
اّلل فَأُوَٰلَئِ َ
َوَما آتَ ْي تُ ْم م ْن َزَكاةٍ تُِر ُ َ ْ َ
ِ
ين ُه ْم لِ َّلزَك ِاة فَاعلو ٍَن
َوالَّذ َ
لزَكاةٍ فَ ِ
والَّ ِذين ُهم ل َّ
اعلُو َن
َ َ ْ
وأَوحي نَا إِلَي ِهم فِعل ا ْْلْي ِ
اء َّ
الزَك ِاة
الص ََل ِة َوإيتَ ٍَ
ات َوإِقَ َام َّ
َ ْ َ ْ ْ ْ ْ َ ََْ
ِ ِ ِ
ِ ِ
الص ََلةٍوإِيتَاء َّ
الزَكاةٍ
َوأ َْو َحْي نَا إلَيْه ْم ف ْع َل ا ْْلََْْيات َوإقَ َام َّ َ َ

لص ََل ِة و َّ ِ
َوأ َْو َ ِ
ت َحيًّا
الزَكاة َما ُد ْم ُ
صانٍ ِب َّ َ

لص ََلةٍ َو َّ
ت َحيًّا
ص ِانٍِب َّ
الزَكاةٍ َما ُد ْم ُ
َوأ َْو َ
لص ََل ِة َو َّ
الزَك ِاة َوَكا َن ِعْن َد َربِِه َم ْر ِضيًّا
َوَكا َن ََيْمرٍ أ َْهلَهُ ِِب َّ
لص ََلةٍ َو َّ
الزَكاةٍ َوَكا َن ِعْن َد َربِِه َم ْر ِضيًّا
َوَكا َن ََيُْمُر أ َْهلَهٍُِب َّ
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you give

ātaytum

][30:39:14

Zakah

zakatin

][30:39:16

(are) doers

fāʿilūna

][23:4:4

of purification works

lilzzakati

][23:4:3

and giving

waītāa

][21:73:11

(of) Zakah

l-zakati

][21:73:12

and has enjoined (on) me

wa-awṣānī

][19:31:6

and Zakah

wal-zakati

][19:31:8

(to) enjoin

yamuru

][19:55:2

and Zakah

wal-zakati

][19:55:5

26

27

28

29

30

Table Z3

)Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C

ZAKAH AYAHS IN ARABIC WITH ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS
Listed below are the 30 Ayahs where the Arabic (ٍ ) َزَكاةappears. We have
highlighted in yellow each reference to the word (term) Zakah. Within
these 30 Ayahs the word (term) Sadaqah also appears once in the same
Ayah [58:13] and we have highlighted in blue the word (term) Sadaqah
(throughout this paper). The word Salaah appears together with the
word Zakah in 28 of these Ayahs, and we have highlighting in pink the
two Ayahs ([30:39] & [7:156]) where the word Salaah does not appear
together with the word Zakah.
NOTE: Scholars say that Ayah [9:60] and [9:103] are references
to Zakah although the actual words used to describe the
compulsory (Fard) act is Sadaqah and not Zakah.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:43]

43. And be steadfast in prayer; practice regular charity; and bow
down your heads with those who bow down (in worship).
40. O Children of Israel! call to mind the (special) favour which I bestowed upon you,
and fulfil your covenant with Me as I fulfil My Covenant with you, and fear none but
Me.
41. And believe in what I reveal, confirming the revelation which is with you, and be
not the first to reject Faith therein, nor sell My Signs for a small price; and fear Me,
and Me alone.
42. And cover not Truth with falsehood, nor conceal the Truth when ye know (what
it is).
43. And be steadfast in prayer; practice regular charity; and bow down your heads
with those who bow down (in worship).
44. Do ye enjoin right conduct on the people, and forget (to practice it) yourselves,
and yet ye study the Scripture? Will ye not understand?
45. Nay, seek ((Allah)'s) help with patient perseverance and prayer: It is indeed hard,
except to those who bring a lowly spirit
46. Who bear in mind the certainty that they are to meet their Lord, and that they
are to return to Him.

Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:83]

83. And remember We took a covenant from the Children of
Israel (to this effect): Worship none but Allah. treat with
kindness your parents and kindred, and orphans and those in
need; speak fair to the people; be steadfast in prayer; and
practice regular charity. Then did ye turn back, except a few
among you, and ye backslide (even now).
81. Nay, those who seek gain in evil, and are girt round by their sins - they are
companions of the Fire: Therein shall they abide (forever).
82. But those who have faith and work righteousness, they are companions of the
Garden: Therein shall they abide (forever).
83. And remember We took a covenant from the Children of Israel (to this effect):
Worship none but Allah. treat with kindness your parents and kindred, and orphans
and those in need; speak fair to the people; be steadfast in prayer; and practice
regular charity. Then did ye turn back, except a few among you, and ye backslide
(even now).
84. And remember We took your covenant (to this effect): Shed no blood amongst
you, nor turn out your own people from your homes: and this ye solemnly ratified,
and to this ye can bear witness.

Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:110]

110. And be steadfast in prayer and regular in charity: And
whatever good ye send forth for your souls before you, ye shall
find it with Allah. for Allah sees Well all that ye do.
107. Knowest thou not that to Allah belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the
earth? And besides Him ye have neither patron nor helper.
108. Would ye question your Messenger as Moses was questioned of old? but whoever
changeth from Faith to Unbelief, Hath strayed without doubt from the even way.
109. Quite a number of the People of the Book wish they could Turn you (people)
back to infidelity after ye have believed, from selfish envy, after the Truth hath
become Manifest unto them: But forgive and overlook, Till Allah accomplish His
purpose; for Allah Hath power over all things.
110. And be steadfast in prayer and regular in charity: And whatever good ye send
forth for your souls before you, ye shall find it with Allah. for Allah sees Well all that
ye do.

Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:177]

177. It is not righteousness that ye turn your faces Towards east
or West; but it is righteousness- to believe in Allah and the Last
Day, and the Angels, and the Book, and the Messengers; to spend
of your substance, out of love for Him, for your kin, for orphans,
for the needy, for the wayfarer, for those who ask, and for the
ransom of slaves; to be steadfast in prayer, and practice regular
charity; to fulfil the contracts which ye have made; and to be
firm and patient, in pain (or suffering) and adversity, and
throughout all periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, the
Allah fearing.
174. Those who conceal Allah's revelations in the Book, and purchase for them a
miserable profit - they swallow into themselves naught but Fire; Allah will not address
them on the Day of Resurrection. Nor purify them: Grievous will be their penalty.
175. They are the ones who buy Error in place of Guidance and Torment in place of
Forgiveness. Ah! what boldness (They show) for the Fire!
176. (Their doom is) because Allah sent down the Book in truth but those who seek
causes of dispute in the Book are in a schism Far (from the purpose).
Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)

17 | P a g e

177. It is not righteousness that ye turn your faces Towards east or West; but it is
righteousness- to believe in Allah and the Last Day, and the Angels, and the Book,
and the Messengers; to spend of your substance, out of love for Him, for your kin,
for orphans, for the needy, for the wayfarer, for those who ask, and for the ransom
of slaves; to be steadfast in prayer, and practice regular charity; to fulfil the contracts
which ye have made; and to be firm and patient, in pain (or suffering) and adversity,
and throughout all periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, the Allah fearing.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:277]

277. Those who believe, and do deeds of righteousness, and
establish regular prayers and regular charity, will have their
reward with their Lord: on them shall be no fear, nor shall they
grieve.
275. Those who devour usury will not stand except as stand one whom the
Evil one by his touch Hath driven to madness. That is because they say: "Trade
is like usury," but Allah hath permitted trade and forbidden usury. Those who
after receiving direction from their Lord, desist, shall be pardoned for the past;
their case is for Allah (to judge); but those who repeat (The offence) are
companions of the Fire: They will abide therein (forever).
276. Allah will deprive usury of all blessing, but will give increase for deeds of
charity: For He loveth not creatures ungrateful and wicked.
277. Those who believe, and do deeds of righteousness, and establish regular
prayers and regular charity, will have their reward with their Lord: on them
shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.
278. O ye who believe! Fear Allah, and give up what remains of your demand
for usury, if ye are indeed believers.
279. If ye do it not, Take notice of war from Allah and His Messenger. But if
ye turn back, ye shall have your capital sums: Deal not unjustly, and ye shall
not be dealt with unjustly.

Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)
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Surah 4: Women (An Nisâ') [4:77]

77. Hast thou not turned thy vision to those who were told to
hold back their hands (from fight) but establish regular prayers
and spend in regular charity? When (at length) the order for
fighting was issued to them, behold! a section of them feared
men as - or even more than - they should have feared Allah. They
said: "Our Lord! Why hast Thou ordered us to fight? Wouldst
thou not grant us respite to our (natural) term, near (enough)?"
Say: "Short is the enjoyment of this world: the Hereafter is the
best for those who do right: Never will ye be dealt with unjustly
in the very least!
74. Let those fight in the cause of Allah Who sell the life of this world for the hereafter.
To him who fighteth in the cause of Allah - whether he is slain or gets victory - Soon
shall We give him a reward of great (value).
75. And why should ye not fight in the cause of Allah and of those who, being weak,
are ill-treated (and oppressed)? - men, women, and children, whose cry is: "Our Lord!
Rescue us from this town, whose people are oppressors; and raise for us from thee
one who will protect; and raise for us from thee one who will help!"
76. Those who believe fight in the cause of Allah, and those who reject faith fight in
the cause of evil: So fight ye against the friends of Satan: feeble indeed is the cunning
of Satan.
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77. Hast thou not turned thy vision to those who were told to hold back their hands
(from fight) but establish regular prayers and spend in regular charity? When (at
length) the order for fighting was issued to them, behold! a section of them feared
men as - or even more than - they should have feared Allah. They said: "Our Lord!
Why hast Thou ordered us to fight? Wouldst thou not grant us respite to our (natural)
term, near (enough)?" Say: "Short is the enjoyment of this world: the Hereafter is
the best for those who do right: Never will ye be dealt with unjustly in the very least!
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Surah 4: Women (An Nisâ') [4:162]

162.

But

those

among

them

who

are

well-grounded

in

knowledge, and the believers, believe in what hath been
revealed to thee and what was revealed before thee: And
(especially) those who establish regular prayer and practice
regular charity and believe in Allah and in the Last Day: To them
shall We soon give a great reward.
160. For the iniquity of the Jews We made unlawful for them certain (foods) good
and wholesome which had been lawful for them - in that they hindered many from
Allah's Way 161. That they took usury, though they were forbidden; and that they devoured
men's substance wrongfully - we have prepared for those among them who reject
faith a grievous punishment.
162. But those among them who are well-grounded in knowledge, and the believers,
believe in what hath been revealed to thee and what was revealed before thee: And
(especially) those who establish regular prayer and practice regular charity and
believe in Allah and in the Last Day: To them shall We soon give a great reward.
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Surah 5: The Table Spread (Al Mâ'idah) [5:12]

12. Allah did aforetime take a covenant from the Children of
Israel, and we appointed twelve captains among them. And Allah
said: "I am with you: if ye (but) establish regular prayers,
practice regular charity, believe in my apostles, honour and
assist them, and loan to Allah a beautiful loan, verily I will wipe
out from you your evils, and admit you to gardens with rivers
flowing beneath; but if any of you, after this, resisteth faith, he
hath truly wandered from the path or rectitude."
8. O ye who believe! stand out firmly for Allah, as witnesses to fair dealing, and let
not the hatred of others to you make you swerve to wrong and depart from justice.
Be just: that is next to piety: and fear Allah. For Allah is well-acquainted with all that
ye do.
9. To those who believe and do deeds of righteousness hath Allah promised
forgiveness and a great reward.
10. Those who reject faith and deny our signs will be companions of Hell-fire.
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11. O ye who believe! Call in remembrance the favour of Allah unto you when certain
men formed the design to stretch out their hands against you, but (Allah) held back
their hands from you: so fear Allah. And on Allah let believers put (all) their trust.
12. Allah did aforetime take a covenant from the Children of Israel, and we appointed
twelve captains among them. And Allah said: "I am with you: if ye (but) establish
regular prayers, practice regular charity, believe in my apostles, honour and assist
them, and loan to Allah a beautiful loan, verily I will wipe out from you your evils,
and admit you to gardens with rivers flowing beneath; but if any of you, after this,
resisteth faith, he hath truly wandered from the path or rectitude."

Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)
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Surah 5: The Table Spread (Al Mâ'idah) [5:55]

55. Your (real) friends are (no less than) Allah, His Messenger,
and the (fellowship of) believers - those who establish regular
prayers and regular charity, and they bow down humbly (in
worship).
51. O ye who believe! take not the Jews and the Christians for your friends and
protectors: They are but friends and protectors to each other. And he amongst you
that turns to them (for friendship) is of them. Verily Allah guideth not a people unjust.
52. Those in whose hearts is a disease - thou seest how eagerly they run about
amongst them, saying: "We do fear lest a change of fortune bring us disaster." Ah!
perhaps Allah will give (thee) victory, or a decision according to His will. Then will
they repent of the thoughts which they secretly harboured in their hearts.
53. And those who believe will say: "Are these the men who swore their strongest
oaths by Allah, that they were with you?" All that they do will be in vain, and they
will fall into (nothing but) ruin.
54. O ye who believe! if any from among you turn back from his Faith, soon will Allah
produce a people whom He will love as they will love Him - lowly with the believers,
mighty against the rejecters, fighting in the way of Allah, and never afraid of the
reproaches of such as find fault. That is the grace of Allah, which He will bestow on
whom He pleaseth. And Allah encompasseth all, and He knoweth all things.
55. Your (real) friends are (no less than) Allah, His Messenger, and the (fellowship
of) believers - those who establish regular prayers and regular charity, and they bow
down humbly (in worship).
56. As to those who turn (for friendship) to Allah, His Messenger, and the (fellowship
of) believers - it is the fellowship of Allah that must certainly triumph.
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57. O ye who believe! take not for friends and protectors those who take your religion
for a mockery or sport - whether among those who received the Scripture before you,
or among those who reject Faith; but fear ye Allah, if ye have faith (indeed).

Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)
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Surah 7: The Heights (Al A'râf) [7:156] {no reference to Salaah}

156. "And ordain for us that which is good, in this life and in the
Hereafter: for we have turned unto Thee." He said: "With My
punishment I visit whom I will; but My mercy extendeth to all
things. That (mercy) I shall ordain for those who do right, and
practice regular charity, and those who believe in Our signs;152. Those who took the calf (for worship) will indeed be overwhelmed with wrath
from their Lord, and with shame in this life: thus do We recompense those who invent
(falsehoods).
153. But those who do wrong but repent thereafter and (truly) believe - verily thy
Lord is thereafter Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
154. When the anger of Moses was appeased, he took up the tablets: in the writing
thereon was guidance and Mercy for such as fear their Lord.
155. And Moses chose seventy of his people for Our place of meeting: when they
were seized with violent quaking, he prayed: "O my Lord! if it had been Thy will Thou
couldst have destroyed, long before, both them and me: wouldst Thou destroy us for
the deeds of the foolish ones among us? this is no more than Thy trial: by it Thou
causest whom Thou wilt to stray, and Thou leadest whom Thou wilt into the right
path. Thou art our Protector: so forgive us and give us Thy mercy; for Thou art the
best of those who forgive.
156. "And ordain for us that which is good, in this life and in the Hereafter: for we
have turned unto Thee." He said: "With My punishment I visit whom I will; but My
mercy extendeth to all things. That (mercy) I shall ordain for those who do right, and
practice regular charity, and those who believe in Our signs;-
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:5]

5. But when the forbidden months are past, then fight and slay
the pagans wherever ye find them, and seize them, beleaguer
them, and lie in wait for them in every stratagem (of war); but
if they repent, and establish regular prayers and practice regular
charity, then open the way for them: for Allah is oft-forgiving,
Most Merciful.
3. And an announcement from Allah and His Messenger, to the people (assembled)
on the day of the Great Pilgrimage - that Allah and His Messenger dissolve (treaty)
obligations with the Pagans. If then, ye repent, it were best for you; but if ye turn
away, know ye that ye cannot frustrate Allah. And proclaim a grievous penalty to
those who reject Faith.
4. (But the treaties are) not dissolved with those Pagans with whom ye have entered
into alliance and who have not subsequently failed you in aught, nor aided any one
against you. So fulfil your engagements with them to the end of their term: for Allah
loveth the righteous.
5. But when the forbidden months are past, then fight and slay the pagans wherever
ye find them, and seize them, beleaguer them, and lie in wait for them in every
stratagem (of war); but if they repent, and establish regular prayers and practice
regular charity, then open the way for them: for Allah is oft-forgiving, Most Merciful.
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:11]

11. But (even so), if they repent, establish regular prayers, and
practice regular charity - they are your brethren in Faith: (thus)
do We explain the Signs in detail, for those who understand.
9. The Signs of Allah have they sold for a miserable price, and (many) have they
hindered from His way: evil indeed are the deeds they have done.
10. In a Believer they respect not the ties either of kinship or of covenant! It is they
who have transgressed all bounds.
11. But (even so), if they repent, establish regular prayers, and practice regular
charity - they are your brethren in Faith: (thus) do We explain the Signs in detail, for
those who understand.
12. But if they violate their oaths after their covenant, and taunt you for your Faith fight ye the chiefs of Unfaith: for their oaths are nothing to them: that thus they may
be restrained.
13. Will ye not fight people who violated their oaths, plotted to expel the Messenger,
and took the aggressive by being the first (to assault) you? Do ye fear them? Nay, it
is Allah Whom ye should more justly fear, if ye believe!
14. Fight them, and Allah will punish them by your hands, cover them with shame,
help you (to victory) over them, heal the breasts of Believers,
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:18]

18. The mosques of Allah shall be visited and maintained by such
as believe in Allah and the Last Day, establish regular prayers,
and practice regular charity, and fear none (at all) except Allah.
It is they who are expected to be on true guidance.
17. It is not for such as join gods with Allah, to visit or maintain the mosques of Allah
while they witness against their own souls to infidelity. The works of such bear no
fruit: In Fire shall they dwell.
18. The mosques of Allah shall be visited and maintained by such as believe in Allah
and the Last Day, establish regular prayers, and practice regular charity, and fear
none (at all) except Allah. It is they who are expected to be on true guidance.
19. Do ye make the giving of drink to pilgrims, or the maintenance of the Sacred
Mosque, equal to (the pious service of) those who believe in Allah and the Last Day,
and strive with might and main in the cause of Allah. They are not comparable in the
sight of Allah. and Allah guides not those who do wrong.
20. Those who believe, and suffer exile and strive with might and main, in Allah's
cause, with their goods and their persons, have the highest rank in the sight of Allah.
they are the people who will achieve (salvation).
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:71]

71. The Believers, men and women, are protectors one of
another: they enjoin what is just, and forbid what is evil: they
observe regular prayers, practice regular charity, and obey Allah
and His Messenger. On them will Allah pour His mercy: for Allah
is Exalted in power, Wise.
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Surah 19: Mary (Maryam) [19:31]

31. "And He hath made me blessed wheresoever I be, and hath
enjoined on me Prayer and Charity as long as I live;
29. But she pointed to the babe. They said: "How can we talk to one who is a child
in the cradle?"
30. He said: "I am indeed a servant of Allah. He hath given me revelation and made
me a prophet;
31. "And He hath made me blessed wheresoever I be, and hath enjoined on me
Prayer and Charity as long as I live;
32. "(He) hath made me kind to my mother, and not overbearing or miserable;
33. "So peace is on me the day I was born, the day that I die, and the day that I
shall be raised up to life (again)"!
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Surah 19: Mary (Maryam) [19:55]

55. He used to enjoin on his people Prayer and Charity, and he
was most acceptable in the sight of his Lord.
54. Also mention in the Book (the story of) Isma'il: He was (strictly) true to what he
promised, and he was an apostle (and) a prophet.
55. He used to enjoin on his people Prayer and Charity, and he was most acceptable
in the sight of his Lord.
56. Also mention in the Book the case of Idris: He was a man of truth (and sincerity),
(and) a prophet:
57. And We raised him to a lofty station.
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Surah 21: The Prophets (Al Anbiyâ') [21:73]

73. And We made them leaders, guiding (men) by Our Command,
and We sent them inspiration to do good deeds, to establish
regular prayers, and to practice regular charity; and they
constantly served Us (and Us only).
71. But We delivered him and (his nephew) Lut (and directed them) to the land which
We have blessed for the nations.
72. And We bestowed on him Isaac and, as an additional gift, (a grandson), Jacob,
and We made righteous men of every one (of them).
73. And We made them leaders, guiding (men) by Our Command, and We sent them
inspiration to do good deeds, to establish regular prayers, and to practice regular
charity; and they constantly served Us (and Us only).
74. And to Lut, too, We gave Judgment and Knowledge, and We saved him from the
town which practiced abominations: truly they were a people given to Evil, a
rebellious people.
75. And We admitted him to Our Mercy: for he was one of the Righteous.
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Surah 22: The Pilgrimage (Al Hajj) [22:41]

41. (They are) those who, if We establish them in the land,
establish regular prayer and give regular charity, enjoin the right
and forbid wrong: with Allah rests the end (and decision) of (all)
affairs.
38. Verily Allah will defend (from ill) those who believe: verily, Allah loveth not any
that is a traitor to faith, or show ingratitude.
39. To those against whom war is made, permission is given (to fight), because they
are wronged;- and verily, Allah is most powerful for their aid;40. (They are) those who have been expelled from their homes in defiance of right (for no cause) except that they say, "our Lord is Allah.. Did not Allah check one set
of people by means of another, there would surely have been pulled down
monasteries, churches, synagogues, and mosques, in which the name of Allah is
commemorated in abundant measure. Allah will certainly aid those who aid his
(cause);- for verily Allah is full of Strength, Exalted in Might, (able to enforce His
Will).
41. (They are) those who, if We establish them in the land, establish regular prayer
and give regular charity, enjoin the right and forbid wrong: with Allah rests the end
(and decision) of (all) affairs.
42. If they treat thy (mission) as false, so did the peoples before them (with their
prophets) - the People of Noah, and 'Ad and Thamud;
43. Those of Abraham and Lut;
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Surah 22: The Pilgrimage (Al Hajj) [22:78]

77. O ye who believe! bow down, prostrate yourselves, and adore your Lord; and do
good; that ye may prosper.

78. And strive in His cause as ye ought to strive, (with sincerity
and under discipline). He has chosen you, and has imposed no
difficulties on you in religion; it is the cult of your father
Abraham. It is He Who has named you Muslims, both before and
in this (Revelation); that the Messenger may be a witness for
you, and ye be witnesses for mankind! So establish regular
Prayer, give regular Charity, and hold fast to Allah. He is your
Protector - the Best to protect and the Best to help!
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Surah 23: The Believers (Al Mu'minûn) [23:4]

1. The believers must (eventually) win through 2. Those who humble themselves in their prayers;
3. Who avoid vain talk;

4. Who are active in deeds of charity;
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Surah 24: Light (An Nûr) [24:37]

36. (Lit is such a Light) in houses, which Allah hath permitted to be raised to honour;
for the celebration, in them, of His name: In them is He glorified in the mornings and
in the evenings, (again and again) -

37. By men whom neither traffic nor merchandise can divert
from the Remembrance of Allah, nor from regular Prayer, nor
from the practice of regular Charity: Their (only) fear is for the
Day when hearts and eyes will be transformed (in a world wholly
new) 38. That Allah may reward them according to the best of their deeds, and add even
more for them out of His Grace: for Allah doth provide for those whom He will, without
measure.
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Surah 24: Light (An Nûr) [24:56]

55. Allah has promised, to those among you who believe and work righteous deeds,
that He will, of a surety, grant them in the land, inheritance (of power), as He granted
it to those before them; that He will establish in authority their religion - the one
which He has chosen for them; and that He will change (their state), after the fear
in which they (lived), to one of security and peace: 'They will worship Me (alone) and
not associate aught with Me. 'If any do reject Faith after this, they are rebellious and
wicked.

56. So establish regular Prayer and give regular Charity; and
obey the Messenger that ye may receive mercy.
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Surah 27: The Ants (An Naml) [27:3]

1. These are verses of the Qur'an -a book that makes (things) clear;
2. A guide: and glad tidings for the believers -

3. Those who establish regular prayers and give in regular
charity, and also have (full) assurance of the hereafter.
4. As to those who believe not in the Hereafter, We have made their deeds pleasing
in their eyes; and so they wander about in distraction.
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Surah 30: The Romans (Ar Rûm) [30:39] {no reference to Salaah}

39. That which ye lay out for increase through the property of
(other) people, will have no increase with Allah, but that which
ye lay out for charity, seeking the Countenance of Allah, (will
increase): it is these who will get a recompense multiplied.
37. See they not that Allah enlarges the provision and restricts it, to whomsoever He
pleases? Verily in that are Signs for those who believe.
38. So give what is due to kindred, the needy, and the wayfarer. That is best for
those who seek the Countenance, of Allah, and it is they who will prosper.
39. That which ye lay out for increase through the property of (other) people, will
have no increase with Allah, but that which ye lay out for charity, seeking the
Countenance of Allah, (will increase): it is these who will get a recompense multiplied.
40. It is Allah Who has created you: further, He has provided for your sustenance;
then He will cause you to die; and again He will give you life. Are there any of your
(false) "Partners" who can do any single one of these things? Glory to Him! and high
is He above the partners they attribute (to him)!
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Surah 31: Luqman (Luqmân) [31:4]

1. A. L. M.
2. These are Verses of the Wise Book 3. A Guide and a Mercy to the Doers of Good -

4. Those who establish regular Prayer, and give regular Charity,
and have (in their hearts) the assurance of the Hereafter.
5. These are on (true) guidance from their Lord: and these are the ones who will
prosper.
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Surah 33: The Clans, The Coalition (Al Ahzâb) [33:33]

33. And stay quietly in your houses, and make not a dazzling
display, like that of the former Times of Ignorance; and establish
regular Prayer, and give regular Charity; and obey Allah and His
Messenger. And Allah only wishes to remove all abomination
from you, ye members of the Family, and to make you pure and
spotless.
32. O Consorts of the Prophet! Ye are not like any of the (other) women: if ye do fear
(Allah), be not too complacent of speech, lest one in whose heart is a disease should
be moved with desire: but speak ye a speech (that is) just.
33. And stay quietly in your houses, and make not a dazzling display, like that of the
former Times of Ignorance; and establish regular Prayer, and give regular Charity;
and obey Allah and His Messenger. And Allah only wishes to remove all abomination
from you, ye members of the Family, and to make you pure and spotless.
34. And recite what is rehearsed to you in your homes, of the Signs of Allah and His
Wisdom: for Allah understands the finest mysteries and is well-acquainted (with
them).

Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)

43 | P a g e

Surah 41: (Signs) Spelled Out (Fussilat) [41:7]

7. Those who practice not regular Charity, and who even deny
the Hereafter.
1. Ha Mim:
2. A Revelation from (Allah), Most Gracious, Most Merciful;3. A Book, whereof the verses are explained in detail;- a Qur'an in Arabic, for people
who understand;4. Giving good news and admonition: yet most of them turn away, and so they hear
not.
5. They say: "Our hearts are under veils, (concealed) from that to which thou dost
invite us, and in our ears in a deafness, and between us and thee is a screen: so do
thou (what thou wilt); for us, we shall do (what we will!)"
6. Say thou: "I am but a man like you: It is revealed to me by Inspiration, that your
Allah is one Allah. so stand true to Him, and ask for His Forgiveness." And woe to
those who join gods with Allah 7. Those who practice not regular Charity, and who even deny the Hereafter.
8. For those who believe and work deeds of righteousness is a reward that will never
fail.
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Surah 58: She That Disputeth / The Pleading Woman (Al
Mujâdilah) [58:13]

13. Is it that ye are afraid of spending sums in charity before
your private consultation (with him)? If, then, ye do not so, and
Allah forgives you, then (at least) establish regular prayer;
practice regular charity; and obey Allah and His Messenger. And
Allah is well-acquainted with all that ye do.
12. O ye who believe! When ye consult the Messenger in private, spend something
in charity before your private consultation. That will be best for you, and most
conducive to purity (of conduct). But if ye find not (the wherewithal), Allah is OftForgiving, Most Merciful.
13. Is it that ye are afraid of spending sums in charity before your private consultation
(with him)? If, then, ye do not so, and Allah forgives you, then (at least) establish
regular prayer; practice regular charity; and obey Allah and His Messenger. And Allah
is well-acquainted with all that ye do.
14. Turnest thou not thy attention to those who turn (in friendship) to such as have
the Wrath of Allah upon them? They are neither of you nor of them, and they swear
to falsehood knowingly.
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Surah 73: The Enshrouded One / Bundled Up (Al Muzzammil)
[73:20]

20. Thy Lord doth know that thou standest forth (to prayer) nigh
two-thirds of the night, or half the night, or a third of the night,
and so doth a party of those with thee. But Allah doth appoint
night and day in due measure He knoweth that ye are unable to
keep count thereof. So He hath turned to you (in mercy): read
ye, therefore, of the Qur'an as much as may be easy for you. He
knoweth that there may be (some) among you in ill-health;
others travelling through the land, seeking of Allah's bounty; yet
others fighting in Allah's Cause, read ye, therefore, as much of
the Qur'an as may be easy (for you); and establish regular
Prayer and give regular Charity; and loan to Allah a Beautiful
Loan. And whatever good ye send forth for your souls ye shall
find it in Allah's Presence - yea, better and greater, in Reward
and seek ye the Grace of Allah. for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful.
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Surah 98: The Clear Proof / Evidence (Al Baiyinah) [98:5]

5. And they have been commanded no more than this: To
worship Allah, offering Him sincere devotion, being true (in
faith); to establish regular prayer; and to practice regular charity;
and that is the Religion Right and Straight.
6. Those who reject (Truth), among the People of the Book and among the Polytheists,
will be in Hell-Fire, to dwell therein (for aye). They are the worst of creatures.
7. Those who have faith and do righteous deeds - they are the best of creatures.
8. Their reward is with Allah. Gardens of Eternity, beneath which rivers flow; they
will dwell therein forever; Allah well pleased with them, and they with Him: all this
for such as fear their Lord and Cherisher.
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ANALYSING THE WORDS (TERMS) USED TO DESCRIBE SADAQAH
The term Sadaqah (ٍ)ص َد َق
َ is mentioned 22 times and is expressed in 13
different forms in 21 Ayahs (S1a & S1b). Excluding the gender different
forms (i.e. the charitable men and the charitable women) in Ayahs
[33:35] and [57:18], the word Sadaqah appears twice in only one Ayah
i.e. [12:88].

Sadaqah is expressed as (ٍ)الص َدقَات
“the charities” five times, as (ٍ)ص َدقَة
َّ
َ

“charity” thrice, as (ٍ)ص َدقَة
َ صدق
َ َ“ )الْمتthe charitable”
َ “charity” twice, as (ٍي
twice, as (صدَّقوا
َ َ“ )تremit charity” twice and in eight other unique forms,
all of which still carry the underlying meaning of “charity”. (S4a & S4b)

The term Sadaqah and Zakah appear once in the same Ayah [58:13],
while the term Sadaqah and Infaaq appear thrice in the same Ayah
([2:271], [2:264] and [63:10]) and Sadaqah appears once with another
expression that instructs giving “the blood money” (ٌٍسلَّ َمة
َ [4:92].
َ )وديَةٌٍم
There are also five Ayahs where the word (term) Sadaqah is used in a
“negative” form, i.e. where the disbelievers or hypocrites discourage the
giving of Sadaqah.
While some scholars say that the term Sadaqah in Ayah [9:60] and
[9:103] specifically means Zakah (i.e. the compulsory charity), Mohsin
Khan translates Sadaqah as Zakah in five other Ayahs, while Sahih
International and Muhammad Sarwar translate Sadaqah as Zakah in one
Ayah each, although Muhammad Sarwar uses ambiguous terms such as
“Religious Tax” and “Welfare Funds”, presumably to imply Zakah in four
Ayahs. (S1a & S1b)
When comparing the seven English translations against themselves (as
opposed to comparing against each other) we found that only Sahih
International and Arberry consistently used the same English word
across five groupings of Ayahs with the same Arabic word (S4a & S4b).
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For example, where the Arabic (ٍ)ص َدقَة
َ appears in three Ayahs, the above
translators used the same English word (term) to describe it as either
“Charity/Charities” or “Alms / Almsgiving”. Pickthall for his part is mostly
consistent in three out of the five groupings, while Yusuf Ali and Shakir
only once used the same English word (term). Muhammad Sarwar and
Mohsin Khan used different words in all five groupings.
Interestingly, when comparing the seven translators against each other
(i.e. Pickthall vs Arberry vs Yusuf Ali, etc.), only in one Ayah [12:88]
was there (mostly) a consistency in the English translation, and that too,
in an Ayah where the word Sadaqah appeared twice as (صدقي
َ َ )الْمتand
(ٍَّق
ْ صد
َ َ)وت.
َ Both words were translated as “charity/charitable” in this Ayah.

The word (term) “charity / charities / charitable” appears 70 times while
the word “alms / almsgiving” appears 37 times, across all seven
translations. The next most common translation is “freewill offering” (18
times) used exclusively by Arberry, although the word (term) Sadaqah,
written in English, was used 13 times by Mohsin Khan, with different
sub-descriptors, for example “Sadaqah (Zakah)” or “Sadaqah (Charity)”
or “Sadaqah (Alms)”. Yusuf Ali for his part used the term “Sadaqah” as
a sub-descriptor of “Compensation” once.
Incidentally, in all but two Ayahs [2:80] and [5:45], does the word (term)
Sadaqah refer to physical giving, either money or goods. These Ayahs
refer to “waving of debt” or “declining of payment for an injury”, even if
legally allowed, in lieu of Devine Blessings.
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English Translations to Describe the Arabic Sadaqah
2:196

2:263

2:264

2:271

2:276

2:280

4:92

4:114

5:45

9:58

9:60

Charity

Charity

Charities

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charities

Zakah

Pickthall

Almsgiving

Almsgiving

Almsgiving

Almsgiving

Almsgiving

Almsgiving

Charity

Almsgiving

Charity

Alms

Alms

Yusuf Ali

Compens
ation

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charity

Remit
"It"

Deeds of
Charity

Charity

Alms

Alms

Alms

Charity

Charity

Alms

Charitable
Deeds

Alms

Alms

Charity

Foregoes
"It"

Alms

Alms

Paying
Money

Charity

Charities

Alms

Charity

Charity

The
Payment

Charity

Compens
ation

Welfare
Fund

Sahih
International

(Sadaqah)

Shakir
Muhammad
Sarwar
Mohsin
Khan

Sadaqah

Arberry

Sadaqah

Welfare
Fund

(Zakah)

(Charity
Feeding)

Sadaqah
(Charity)

Sadaqah
(Charity)

(Almsgiving)

(Charity /
Alms)

Charity

Remit
"It"

Sadaqah
(Charity)

Charity

Alms

Sadaqah
(Zakah)

Freewill
Offering

Freewill
Offering

Freewill
Offering

Freewill
Offering

Freewill
Offering

Freewill
Offering

Freewill
Offering

Freewill
Offering

Freewill
Offering

Freewill
Offering

Freewill
Offering

Sadaqah

Table S1(a)
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9:75

9:79

9:103

9:104

33:35

57:18

58:12

58:13

63:10

Charities

Charities

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charitable

Charitable

Pickthall

Alms

Alms

Alms

Alms

Alms

Alms

Alms

Alms

Alms

Charitable

Charitable

Yusuf Ali

Charity

Charity

Alms

Alms

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charitable

Alms

Alms

Alms

Alms

Almsgiving Charitable

Charity

Charity

Alms

Charitable

Charitable

Welfare
Fund

Religious
Tax

Welfare
Fund

Almsgiving Charitable

Charity

Charity

Spend
from

Charitable

Charity

Charity

Charity

Sahih
International

Shakir
Muhammad
Sarwar
Mohsin
Khan
Arberry

Spend
for His
Cause
Sadaqah
(Zakat & in
Allah's
cause)

(in Allah's
cause)

Sadaqah
(Alms)

Offerings

Freewill
Offering

Freewill
Offering

Sadaqah

Sadaqah

Sadaqah

(Alms /
Charity)

(Zakah /
Alms)

(Zakah /
Alms)

Charity

Freewill
Offering

Charity

Freewill
Offering

Freewill Freewill
Offering Offering

12:88

Sadaqah
Charitable
(Zakah)

Charitable

Freewill
Offering

Charitable

Charitable

Table S1(b)
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Ayahs with Verb Relating to Giving of Sadaqah

فَمن َكا َن ِمنْ ُكم م ِر ً ِِ
ص َدقَةٍ أَو نُس ٍ
ِ ِِ ِ ِ ِ ٍ
ك
َْ
َْ
يضا أ َْو به أَذًى م ْن َرأْسه فَف ْديَةٌ م ْن صيَام أ َْو َ ْ ُ

ِ
يضا أَو بِِه أَ ًذى ِمن رأ ِْس ِهٍفَف ْديةٌٍ ِمن ِصي ٍام أَو ص َدقٍَة أَو نُس ٍ
ك
فَ َم ْن َكا َن مْن ُك ْم َم ِر ً ْ
َْ
َ ْ َ ْ َ ْ ُ

قَوٌل معر ٌ ِ
ِ
ص َدقَةٍ يَْت بَعُ َها أَذًى
وف َوَم ْغفَرةٌ َخ ْْيٌ م ْن َ
ْ َ ُْ

قَوٌل معر ٌ ِ
ِ
ص َدقٍَة يَ ْت بَ ع َها أَذًى
وف َوَم ْغفَرةٌ َخ ْْيٌ م ْن َ
ْ َ ُْ

َّ ِ
ِ
ص َدقَاتك ٍْم ِِبلْ َم ِن َو ْاِلَذَ َٰى
ين َآمنُوا ََل تُْبطلُوا َ
ََي أَيُّ َها الذ َ

َّ ِ
ص َدقَاتِ ُك ْم ِِبلْ َم ِن َو ْاِلَ َذ َٰى
ين َآمنُوا ََلٍت ْبطلوا َ
ََي أَيُّ َها الذ َ

الص َدقَاتٍ فَنِعِ َّما ِه َي …
إِ ْن تُْب ُدوا َّ
ٍسيئَاتك ْمٍ
أ…ٍ َوي َكفر َ
ٍعنْك ْمٍم ْن َ
اّللُ ِ
الص َدقَاتٍ
الرَِب َويُْرِِب َّ
َيَْ َح ُق َّ

الص َدقَ ِ
اّللُ ِ
ات
الرَِب َوي ْربٍ َّ
َيَْ َح ُق َّ
ِ
صدَّقوا َخ ٌْْي لَ ُك ْم إِ ْن ُكْن تُ ْم تَ ْعلَ ُمو َن
َوإِ ْن َكا َن ذُو ُع ْسَرٍة فَنَظَرةٌ إِ َ ََٰل َمْي َسَرٍة َوأَ ْن تَ َ
ِ
ْيٍلَك ْمٍإِ ْن ُكْن تُ ْم تَ ْعلَ ُمو َن
ص َّدقُوا َخ ٌْ
َوإِ ْن َكا َن ذُو ُع ْسَرٍة فَنَظَرةٌ إِ َ ََٰل َمْي َسَرٍة َوأَ ْن تَ َ

صدَّقوا
َوَم ْن قَتَ َل ُم ْؤِمنًا َخطَأً فَتَ ْح ِر ُير َرقَبٍَة ُم ْؤِمنٍَة َوِديَةٌ ُم َسلَّ َمةٌ إِ َ ََٰل أ َْهلِِه إََِّل أَ ْن يَ َّ

ص َّدقُوا
َوَم ْن قَتَ َل ُم ْؤِمنًا َخطَأً فَتَ ْح ِر ُير َرقَبٍَة ُم ْؤِمنٍَة َوديٍَةٌ ُم َسلَّ َمةٌ إِ َ ََٰل أ َْهلِِه إََِّل أَ ْن يَ َّ

ََل خْي ِِف َكثِ ٍْي ِمن ََنواهم إََِّل من أَمر بص َدقَةٍ أَو معر ٍ
وف
ْ َْ ُ ْ َ ْ ََ َ
َ َْ
ْ َ ُْ
ات َِّ
ِ
ك ابتِغَاء مرض ِ
َجرا
اّلل فَ َس ْو َ
َوَم ْن يَ ْف َع ْل َٰذَل َ ْ َ َ ْ َ
ف ن ْؤتيهٍأ ْ
اْلروح قِصاص فَمن تَص َّد ٍَ ِِ
َو ُُْ َ َ ٌ َ ْ َ
َّارةٌ لَهُ
ق به فَ ُه َو َكف َ
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charity

ṣadaqatin

][2:196:31

then a ransom {in
}place of

fafid'yatun

][2:196:27

a charity

ṣadaqatin

][2:263:6

followed [it] by hurt

yatbaʿuhā adhan

][2:263:7

your charities

ṣadaqātikum

][2:264:6

(Do) not render in
vain

lā tub'ṭilū

][2:264:5

the charities

l-ṣadaqāti

][2:271:3

And He will remove
your evil deeds

wayukaffiru

][2:271:13

(for) the charities

l-ṣadaqāti

][2:276:5

and (gives) increase

wayur'bī

][2:276:4

you remit as charity

taṣaddaqū

][2:280:9

(it is) better for you.

khayrun lakum

][2:280:10

)they remit (as
charity.

yaṣṣaddaqū

][4:92:22

and blood money

wadiyatun

][4:92:16

charity

biṣadaqatin

][4:114:10

We will give him a
reward

nu'tīhi ajran

][4:114:8

gives charity

taṣaddaqa

][5:45:18

)Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
9

وا ْْلروح قِصاص فَمن تَصد َ ِ
َّق بِه فَ ُه َو َك َّف َارٍةٌ لَهُ
َ ُُ َ َ ٌ َ ْ َ

ِ
ضوا
َوِمْن ُه ْم َم ْن يَْل ِمُزَك ِِف َّ
الص َدقَاتٍ فَإِ ْن أ ُْعطُوا مْن َها َر ُ

ِ
وِمْن هم منٍي لْمز ٍَك ِِف َّ ِ
ضوا
الص َدقَات فَإِ ْن أ ُْعطُوا مْن َها َر ُ
َ ُْ َ ْ َ
ِ
ص َّدقَ َّنٍ
ضلِ ِه لَنَ َّ
اه َد َّ
اّللَ لَئِ ْن َ
آَت ََن ِم ْن فَ ْ
َومْن ُه ْم َم ْن َع َ

ِ
ص َّدقَ َّن
اه َد َّ
ضلِ ِه لَنَ َّ
اّللَ لَئ ْن َ
ٍآَت ٍَن ِم ْن فَ ْ
َومْن ُه ْم َم ْن عَ َ
ِِ
الَّ ِذين ي ْل ِمزو َن الْمطَّ ِوعِ ِ
الص َدقَاتٍ
ي ِِف َّ
ي م َن الْ ُم ْؤمن َ
ََ ُ ُ َ
الص َدقَ ِ
ِِ
الَّذينٍي لْمزو ٍَن الْمطَّ ِوعِ ِ
ات
ي ِِف َّ
ي م َن الْ ُم ْؤمن َ
ُ َ
ََ

الص َدقَاتٍ لِلْ ُف َقر ِاء والْمساكِ ِ ِ ِ
ي َعلَْي َها …
إََِّّنَا َّ
ي َوالْ َعامل َ
َ َ ََ

الص َدقَات للْف َقراءٍ والْمساكِ ِ ِ ِ
َِّ
ي َعلَْي َها …
ي َوالْ َعامل َ
إَّنَا َّ ُ َ َ َ َ

ِِ
ِ ِ
ِ
ص ِل َعلَْي ِه ْم
ُخ ْذ م ْن أ َْم َواَل ْم َ
ص َدقَةٍ تُطَ ِهُرُه ْم َوتَُزكي ِه ْم ّبَا َو َ
ِِ
ِ
ِ
ص ِل َعلَْي ِه ْم
ص َدقَ ًة تطَهره ٍْم َوت َزكيه ٍْم ّبَا َو َ
ُخ ْذ م ْن أ َْم َواَل ْم َ

الص َدقَاتٍ َوأ َّ
الرِح ُيم
… َع ْن ِعبَ ِاد ِه َو ََيْ ُخ ُذ َّ
َن َّ
اب َّ
اّللَ ُه َو الت ََّّو ُ
الص َدقَ ِ
ات َوأ َّ
الرِح ُيم
َن َّ
… َع ْن ِعبَ ِاد ِه َو ََيْ ُخ ُذ َّ
اّللَ ُه َو الت َّ
َّوابٍ َّ

اّلل ََي ِزي الْمت ِ ِ
ِ
ي
صد ٍْ
فَأ َْوف لَنَا الْ َكْي َل َوتَ َ
صدق َ
َّق َعلَْي نَا إِ َّن ََّ ْ ُ َ َ
وِجْئ نَا بِبِض ٍ ٍ
َّق َعلَْي نَا
صد ْ
َ َ
اعة ُمْز َجاة فَأ َْوفٍلَنَاٍالْ َكْي َل َوتَ َ
َ
صدق ٍَ
ي
َّق َعلَْي نَا إِ َّن َّ
صد ْ
اّللَ ََْي ِزي الْمتَ َ
َوتَ َ
ٍَيزي الْمت ِ ِ
َّق َعلَْي نَا إ َّن َّ
ي
صد ْ
ٍاَّللَ َْ
صدق َ
َُ َ
َوتَ َ

الصائِم ِ
والْمتَصدقيٍوالْمتَصدقَاتٍ و َّ ِ ِ
ات …
الصائم َ
َ َ ََ َ
ي َو َّ َ
َ
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an expiation

kaffāratun

][5:45:21

the charities

l-ṣadaqāti

][9:58:5

man yalmizuka

][9:58:3

lanaṣṣaddaqanna

][9:75:9

if He gives us

la-in ātānā

][9:75:6

the charities

l-ṣadaqāti

][9:79:7

Those who criticize

alladhīna yalmizūna

][9:79:1

the charities

l-ṣadaqātu

][9:60:2

… (are) for the poor

… lil'fuqarāi

][9:60:3

a charity

ṣadaqatan

][9:103:4

purifying them and
cause them increase

tuṭahhiruhum
watuzakkīhim

][9:103:6

the charities

l-ṣadaqāti

][9:104:11

(is) the Acceptor of
repentance

l-tawābu

][9:104:10

and be charitable

wataṣaddaq

][12:88:16

but pay (in) full to us

fa-awfi lanā

][12:88:13

the charitable

l-mutaṣadiqīna

][12:88:21

Indeed, Allah, rewards

inna l-laha yajzī

][12:88:19

and the men who give
charity

wal-mutaṣadiqīna

(is he) who criticizes
you
surely we will give
charity

)Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C

10

11

12

13

14

15

16
)(a

16
)(b

]17 [33:35:14

الذاكِر ِ
أ… و َّ ِ
ين َّ ِ َّ
اٍعظيما
ات أ ََع َّد َّ
َجر َ
ٍوأ ْ
اّللُ ََلُْمٍ َمغْف َرة َ
الذاك ِر َ
َ
اّللَ َكث ًْيا َو َ

ٍوالْم َّ
إِ َّن الْم َّ
ضوا َّ
ضا َح َسنًا يُ َ
اّللَ قَ ْر ً
صدقَاتٍٍ َوأَقْ َر ُ
َجٌر َك ِريٌ
ص دق َ
اع ُ
ضَ
ف ََلُْم َوََلُْم أ ْ
يَ
ص ِدقِي والْم َّ ِ ِ
ِ
ضوا َّ
ضا َح َسنًا ي َ
ضَ
اّللَ قَ ْر ً
صدقَات َوأَقْ َر ُ
َجٌر َك ِريٌ
اعفٍ ََلُْم َوََلُْم أ ْ
إ َّن الْ ُم َّ َ َ ُ
الرس َ ِ
ِ
ص َدقَةٍ
ي يَ َد ْي ََْن َوا ُك ْم َ
ول فَ َقد ُموا بَ َْ
إذَا ََن َجْي تُ ُم َّ ُ

ِ
ص َدقَ ًة
إِ َذا َن َج ْي تم َّ
ٍالرسولٍَ فَ َقد ُموا بَ َْ
ي يَ َد ْي ََْن َوا ُك ْم َ
ِ
ص َدقَاتٍ
ي يَ َد ْي ََْن َوا ُك ْم َ
أَأَ ْش َف ْقتُ ْم أَ ْن تُ َقد ُموا بَ َْ
ِ
ٍَنواك ٍم ص َدقَ ٍ
ات
أَأَ ْش َف ْقتُ ْم أَ ْن تُ َقد ُموا بََْ
يٍيَ َد ْي َْ َ ْ َ
ق وأَ ُكن ِمن َّ ِِ
لَوََل أ َّ ِ
َج ٍل قَِر ٍ
ي
يب فَأ َّ
الصاِل َ
َخ ْرتَِِن إ َ ََٰل أ َ
ْ
َص َّد ٍَ َ ْ َ
َّق وأَ ُكن ِمن َّ ِِ
ل َْوٍََل أَخ ْ ِ
َج ٍل قَِر ٍ
ي
يب فَأ َّ
الصاِل َ
َّرتَنٍ إ َ ََٰل أ َ
َصد َ َ ْ َ
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maghfiratan waajran

][33:35:28

forgiveness and a
reward
the men who give
charity

l-muṣadiqīna

][57:18:2

it will be multiplied

yuḍāʿafu

][57:18:8

charity

ṣadaqatan

][58:12:11

you privately consult
the Messenger

nājaytumu l-rasūla

][58:12:7

charities

ṣadaqātin

][58:13:7

before your private
consultation

bayna yaday
najwākum

][58:13:2

so I would give charity

fa-aṣṣaddaqa

][63:10:18

Why not You delay me

lawlā akhartanī

][63:10:13

18

19

20

21

Table S2

)Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C

“Physical Giving” vs “Forgiving” and the Consequencies for the Act Thereof
When to give:
(unfulfilled Ibadah)
or (making right) or
(Deeni enquiry)

Forgiveness Blessings in
from Allah
(wealth)

[2:196]

[2:276]

[4:92]

Who to
give

Negating
blessings
(with bad
acts)

[9:60]

[2:271]

[2:280]

Naysayers
(those who
discourage)

[9:58:3]
[2:263:7]

[4:114]

[9:75:6]

[9:104]
[58:12]

Encouragement:
(forgiving debt) or
(forgiving those who
harmed you) or
(give before death)
or (helping needy)

[5:45]

[2:264:5]

[57:18]

[9:79:1]
[63:10]

[58:13]
[9:103]
[12:88:19]
[33:35]

Table S3

Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)
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English Translations Grouped by Same Arabic Word

SI
P
YA
SI
MS
MK
A

ص َدقٍَة
َ

2:196
Charity
Almsgiving
Compensation
(Sadaqah)

2:263
Charity
Almsgiving

58:13
Charity
Alms

Charity

Alms
Paying Money
Sadaqah
(Charity
Feeding)
Freewill
Offering

SI
P

2:271
Charity
Almsgiving

2:276
Charity
Almsgiving

Charity

YA

Charity

Charity

Charity

SI

Charity

Charity

Sadaqah
(Charity)
Freewill
Offering

ِ َالص َدق
ات
َّ
9:58
Charities
Alms

9:79
Charities
Alms

9:104
Charity
Alms

Charity

Alms

Charity

Alms

Alms

Charitable
Deeds

Alms

Alms

Alms

MS

Alms

Charity

Welfare
Fund

Charity

MK

Sadaqah
(Almsgiving)

Freewill
Offering

A

Welfare
Fund
Charity (in
Allah's
cause)
Freewill
Offering

Welfare
Fund
Sadaqah
(Alms /
Charity)
Freewill
Offering

ص َّدقُوا
َ َت

Freewill
Offering

ص َدقَ ًة
َ

SI
P
YA
SI
MS

2:280
Charity
Almsgiving
Charity
Alms
Charity

Charity
Charity
Remit "It"
Alms
The Payment

SI
P
YA
SI
MS

MK

Charity

Remit "It"

MK

A

Freewill
Offering

Freewill
Offering

A

9:103
Charity
Alms
Alms
Alms
Religious Tax
Sadaqah
(Alms)
Freewill
Offering

Sadaqah
(Charity /
Alms)
Freewill
Offering

Alms
Freewill
Offering

ِالْمتص ِدق
ي
َ َ َُ

58:12
Charity
Alms
Charity
Charity
Charity

SI
P
YA
SI
MS

Charity

MK

Freewill
Offering

A

33:35
Charity
Alms
Charity
Almsgiving
Almsgiving
Sadaqah

(Zakah / Alms)

Charity

12:88
Charitable
Charitable
Charity
Charitable
Charitable
Charitable
Charitable

Table S4(a)
Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)
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ِ
ص َدقٍَة
َب

َّق
َ صد
َ َت

ات
َّ
ُ َالص َدق

ص َّدقَ َّن
َّ َلَن

ِ ِ َّ الْم
ي
َ صدق
ُ

ص َدقَاتِ ُك ْم
َ

َّق
َّ فَأ
َ َصد

َّق
ْ صد
َ ََوت

4:114

5:45

9:60

9:75

57:18

2:264

63:10

12:88

SI

Charity

Charity

Zakah

Charities

Charity

Charities

Charity

Charitable

P

Almsgiving

Charity

Alms

Alms

Alms

Almsgiving

Alms

Charitable

YA

Deeds of
Charity

Charity

Alms

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charity

Charitable

SI

Charity

Foregoes "It"

Alms

Alms

Charitable

Charity

Alms

Charitable

MS

Charity

Compensation

Welfare Fund
(Zakah)

Spend for His
Cause

Charitable

Charities

Spend From

Charity

MK

Sadaqah
(Charity)

Charity

Sadaqah
(Zakah)

Sadaqah (Zakat
& in Allah's
cause)

Sadaqah
(Zakah / Alms)

Sadaqah
(Charity)

Sadaqah
(Zakah)

Charitable

A

Freewill
Offering

Freewill
Offering

Freewill
Offering

Offerings

Freewill
Offering

Freewill
Offering

Freewill
Offering

Charitable

Table S4(b)

Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)
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SADAQAH AYAHS IN ARABIC WITH ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS
Listed below are the 21 Ayahs where the Arabic (ٍ)ص َد َق
َ Sadaqah appears

- highlighted in blue. Within these 21 Ayahs the word (term) Sadaqah
appears twice in two i.e. [12:88] and [33:35].
Of the 21 Ayahs the word (term) Zakah also appears once in [58;13] highlighted in yellow, the word (term) Infaaq ( )إن َفاقappears twice
[[2:264] and [63:10] - highlighted in green, and there are two
reference to “giving” or “paying” without using the word Zakah, Sadaqah
or Infaaq in [2:271] and [4”92] - highlighted these in grey. Finally, there
are five Ayahs – double highlighted (blue and red) - where the word
(term) Sadaqah is used in the context of giving or is implied or when
the context is that of the hypocrites discouraging or disparaging over
giving of Sadaqah.

Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:196]

196. And complete the Hajj or 'umra in the service of Allah. But
if ye are prevented (from completing it), send an offering for
sacrifice, such as ye may find, and do not shave your heads until
the offering reaches the place of sacrifice. And if any of you is ill,
or has an ailment in his scalp, (necessitating shaving), (he
should) in compensation either fast, or feed the poor, or offer
sacrifice; and when ye are in peaceful conditions (again), if any
one wishes to continue the 'umra on to the hajj, he must make
an offering, such as he can afford, but if he cannot afford it, he
should fast three days during the hajj and seven days on his
return, making ten days in all. This is for those whose household
is not in (the precincts of) the Sacred Mosque. And fear Allah,
and know that Allah Is strict in punishment.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:271]

271. If ye disclose (acts of) charity, even so it is well, but if ye
conceal them, and make them reach those (really) in need, that
is best for you: It will remove from you some of your (stains of)
evil. And Allah is well acquainted with what ye do.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:263]

263. Kind words and the covering of faults are better than
charity followed by injury. Allah is free of all wants, and He is
Most-Forbearing.

261. The parable of those who spend their substance in the way of Allah is that of a
grain of corn: it groweth seven ears, and each ear Hath a hundred grains. Allah giveth
manifold increase to whom He pleaseth: And Allah careth for all and He knoweth all
things.
262. Those who spend their substance in the cause of Allah, and follow not up their
gifts with reminders of their generosity or with injury,-for them their reward is with
their Lord: on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.
263. Kind words and the covering of faults are better than charity followed by injury.
Allah is free of all wants, and He is Most-Forbearing.
264. O ye who believe! cancel not your charity by reminders of your generosity or by
injury,- like those who spend their substance to be seen of men, but believe neither
in Allah nor in the Last Day. They are in parable like a hard, barren rock, on which is
a little soil: on it falls heavy rain, which leaves it (Just) a bare stone. They will be
able to do nothing with aught they have earned. And Allah guideth not those who
reject faith.
265. And the likeness of those who spend their substance, seeking to please Allah
and to strengthen their souls, is as a garden, high and fertile: heavy rain falls on it
but makes it yield a double increase of harvest, and if it receives not Heavy rain, light
moisture sufficeth it. Allah seeth well whatever ye do.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:264]

264. O ye who believe! cancel not your charity by reminders of
your generosity or by injury - like those who spend their
substance to be seen of men, but believe neither in Allah nor in
the Last Day. They are in parable like a hard, barren rock, on
which is a little soil: on it falls heavy rain, which leaves it (Just)
a bare stone. They will be able to do nothing with aught they
have earned. And Allah guideth not those who reject faith.
263. Kind words and the covering of faults are better than charity followed by injury.
Allah is free of all wants, and He is Most-Forbearing.
264. O ye who believe! cancel not your charity by reminders of your generosity or by
injury, like those who spend their substance to be seen of men, but believe neither
in Allah nor in the Last Day. They are in parable like a hard, barren rock, on which is
a little soil: on it falls heavy rain, which leaves it (Just) a bare stone. They will be
able to do nothing with aught they have earned. And Allah guideth not those who
reject faith.
265. And the likeness of those who spend their substance, seeking to please Allah
and to strengthen their souls, is as a garden, high and fertile: heavy rain falls on it
but makes it yield a double increase of harvest, and if it receives not Heavy rain, light
moisture sufficeth it. Allah seeth well whatever ye do.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:276]

276. Allah will deprive usury of all blessing, but will give increase
for deeds of charity: For He loveth not creatures ungrateful and
wicked.

273. (Charity is) for those in need, who, in Allah's cause are restricted (from travel),
and cannot move about in the land, seeking (For trade or work): the ignorant man
thinks, because of their modesty, that they are free from want. Thou shalt know them
by their (Unfailing) mark: They beg not importunately from all the sundry. And
whatever of good ye give, be assured Allah knoweth it well.
274. Those who (in charity) spend of their goods by night and by day, in secret and
in public, have their reward with their Lord: on them shall be no fear, nor shall they
grieve.
275. Those who devour usury will not stand except as stand one whom the Evil one
by his touch Hath driven to madness. That is because they say: "Trade is like usury,"
but Allah hath permitted trade and forbidden usury. Those who after receiving
direction from their Lord, desist, shall be pardoned for the past; their case is for Allah
(to judge); but those who repeat (The offence) are companions of the Fire: They will
abide therein (for ever).
276. Allah will deprive usury of all blessing, but will give increase for deeds of charity:
For He loveth not creatures ungrateful and wicked.
277. Those who believe, and do deeds of righteousness, and establish regular prayers
and regular charity, will have their reward with their Lord: on them shall be no fear,
nor shall they grieve.
278. O ye who believe! Fear Allah, and give up what remains of your demand for
usury, if ye are indeed believers.

Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)

63 | P a g e

Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:280]

280. If the debtor is in a difficulty, grant him time till it is easy
for him to repay. But if ye remit it by way of charity, that is best
for you if ye only knew.
281. And fear the Day when ye shall be brought back to Allah. Then shall every soul
be paid what it earned, and none shall be dealt with unjustly.
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Surah 4: Women (An Nisâ’) [4:92]

92. Never should a believer kill a believer; but (If it so happens)
by mistake, (Compensation is due): If one (so) kills a believer,
it is ordained that he should free a believing slave, and pay
compensation to the deceased's family, unless they remit it
freely. If the deceased belonged to a people at war with you, and
he was a believer, the freeing of a believing slave (Is enough).
If he belonged to a people with whom ye have treaty of Mutual
alliance, compensation should be paid to his family, and a
believing slave be freed. For those who find this beyond their
means, (is prescribed) a fast for two months running: by way of
repentance to Allah. for Allah hath all knowledge and all wisdom.
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Surah 4: Women (An Nisâ’) [4:114]

114. In most of their secret talks there is no good: But if one
exhorts to a deed of charity or justice or conciliation between
men, (secrecy is permissible): To him who does this, seeking the
good pleasure of Allah, We shall soon give a reward of the
highest (value).
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Surah 5: The Table Spread (Al Mâ’idah) [5:45]

44. It was We who revealed the law (to Moses): therein was guidance and light. By
its standard have been judged the Jews, by the prophets who bowed (as in Islam) to
Allah's will, by the rabbis and the doctors of law: for to them was entrusted the
protection of Allah's book, and they were witnesses thereto: therefore fear not men,
but fear me, and sell not my signs for a miserable price. If any do fail to judge by
(the light of) what Allah hath revealed, they are (no better than) Unbelievers.

45. We ordained therein for them: "Life for life, eye for eye, nose
or nose, ear for ear, tooth for tooth, and wounds equal for
equal." But if any one remits the retaliation by way of charity, it
is an act of atonement for himself. And if any fail to judge by (the
light of) what Allah hath revealed, they are (No better than)
wrong-doers.
46. And in their footsteps We sent Jesus the son of Mary, confirming the Law that
had come before him: We sent him the Gospel: therein was guidance and light, and
confirmation of the Law that had come before him: a guidance and an admonition to
those who fear Allah.
47. Let the people of the Gospel judge by what Allah hath revealed therein. If any do
fail to judge by (the light of) what Allah hath revealed, they are (no better than)
those who rebel.
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:58]

56. They swear by Allah that they are indeed of you; but they are not of you: yet
they are afraid (to appear in their true colours).
57. If they could find a place to flee to, or caves, or a place of concealment, they
would turn straightaway thereto, with an obstinate rush.

58. And among them are men who slander thee in the matter of
(the distribution of) the alms: if they are given part thereof, they
are pleased, but if not, behold! they are indignant!
59. If only they had been content with what Allah and His Messenger gave them, and
had said, "Sufficient unto us is Allah. Allah and His Messenger will soon give us of His
bounty: to Allah do we turn our hopes!" (that would have been the right course).
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:60]

55. Let not their wealth nor their (following in) sons dazzle thee: in reality Allah's
plan is to punish them with these things in this life, and that their souls may perish
in their (very) denial of Allah.
56. They swear by Allah that they are indeed of you; but they are not of you: yet
they are afraid (to appear in their true colours).
57. If they could find a place to flee to, or caves, or a place of concealment, they
would turn straightaway thereto, with an obstinate rush.
58. And among them are men who slander thee in the matter of (the distribution of)
the alms: if they are given part thereof, they are pleased, but if not, behold! they are
indignant!
59. If only they had been content with what Allah and His Messenger gave them, and
had said, "Sufficient unto us is Allah. Allah and His Messenger will soon give us of His
bounty: to Allah do we turn our hopes!" (that would have been the right course).

60. Alms are for the poor and the needy, and those employed to
administer the (funds); for those whose hearts have been
(recently) reconciled (to Truth); for those in bondage and in debt;
in the cause of Allah. and for the wayfarer: (thus is it) ordained
by Allah, and Allah is full of knowledge and wisdom.
61. Among them are men who molest the Prophet and say, "He
is (all) ear." Say, "He listens to what is best for you: he believes
in Allah, has faith in the Believers, and is a Mercy to those of you
who believe." But those who molest the Messenger will have a
grievous penalty.
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62. To you they swear by Allah. In order to please you: But it is more fitting that they
should please Allah and His Messenger, if they are Believers.
63. Know they not that for those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, is the Fire of
Hell - wherein they shall dwell. That is the supreme disgrace.
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:75]

73. O Prophet! strive hard against the unbelievers and the Hypocrites, and be firm
against them. Their abode is Hell,- an evil refuge indeed.
74. They swear by Allah that they said nothing (evil), but indeed they uttered
blasphemy, and they did it after accepting Islam; and they meditated a plot which
they were unable to carry out: this revenge of theirs was (their) only return for the
bounty with which Allah and His Messenger had enriched them! If they repent, it will
be best for them; but if they turn back (to their evil ways), Allah will punish them
with a grievous penalty in this life and in the Hereafter: They shall have none on
earth to protect or help them.

75. Amongst them are men who made a covenant with Allah, that
if He bestowed on them of His bounty, they would give (largely)
in charity, and be truly amongst those who are righteous.
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:79]

78. Know they not that Allah doth know their secret (thoughts) and their secret
counsels, and that Allah knoweth well all things unseen?

79. Those who slander such of the believers as give themselves
freely to (deeds of) charity, as well as such as can find nothing
to give except the fruits of their labour,- and throw ridicule on
them,- Allah will throw back their ridicule on them: and they
shall have a grievous penalty.
80. Whether thou ask for their forgiveness, or not, (their sin is unforgivable): if thou
ask seventy times for their forgiveness, Allah will not forgive them: because they
have rejected Allah and His Messenger. and Allah guideth not those who are
perversely rebellious.
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:103]

102. Others (there are who) have acknowledged their wrong-doings: they have
mixed an act that was good with another that was evil. Perhaps Allah will turn unto
them (in Mercy): for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

103. Of their goods, take alms, that so thou mightest purify and
sanctify them; and pray on their behalf. Verily thy prayers are a
source of security for them: And Allah is One Who heareth and
knoweth.
104. Know they not that Allah doth accept repentance from His votaries and receives
their gifts of charity, and that Allah is verily He, the Oft-Returning, Most Merciful?
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:104]

104. Know they not that Allah doth accept repentance from His
votaries and receives their gifts of charity, and that Allah is verily
He, the Oft-Returning, Most Merciful?
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Surah 12: Yusuf (Yusuf) [12:88]

88. Then, when they came (back) into (Joseph's) presence they
said: "O exalted one! distress has seized us and our family: we
have (now) brought but scanty capital: so pay us full measure,
(we pray thee), and treat it as charity to us: for Allah doth
reward the charitable."
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Surah 33: The Clans, The Coalition (Al Ahzâb) [33:35]

35. For Muslim men and women - for believing men and women,
for devout men and women, for true men and women, for men
and women who are patient and constant, for men and women
who humble themselves, for men and women who give in Charity,
for men and women who fast (and deny themselves), for men
and women who guard their chastity, and for men and women
who engage much in Allah's praise - for them has Allah prepared
forgiveness and great reward.
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Surah 57: Iron (Al Hadid) [57:18]

18. For those who give in Charity, men and women, and loan to
Allah a Beautiful Loan, it shall be increased manifold (to their
credit), and they shall have (besides) a liberal reward.
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Surah 58: She That Disputeth / The Pleading Woman (Al
Mujâdilah) [58:12]

12. O ye who believe! When ye consult the Messenger in private,
spend something in charity before your private consultation.
That will be best for you, and most conducive to purity (of
conduct). But if ye find not (the wherewithal), Allah is OftForgiving, Most Merciful.
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Surah 58: She That Disputeth / The Pleading Woman (Al
Mujâdilah) [58:13]

13. Is it that ye are afraid of spending sums in charity before
your private consultation (with him)? If, then, ye do not so, and
Allah forgives you, then (at least) establish regular prayer;
practice regular charity; and obey Allah and His Messenger. And
Allah is well-acquainted with all that ye do.
12. O ye who believe! When ye consult the Messenger in private, spend something
in charity before your private consultation. That will be best for you, and most
conducive to purity (of conduct). But if ye find not (the wherewithal), Allah is OftForgiving, Most Merciful.
13. Is it that ye are afraid of spending sums in charity before your private consultation
(with him)? If, then, ye do not so, and Allah forgives you, then (at least) establish
regular prayer; practice regular charity; and obey Allah and His Messenger. And Allah
is well-acquainted with all that ye do.
14. Turnest thou not thy attention to those who turn (in friendship) to such as have
the Wrath of Allah upon them? They are neither of you nor of them, and they swear
to falsehood knowingly.
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Surah 63: The Hypocrites (Al Munafiqûn) [63:10]

9. O ye who believe! Let not your riches or your children divert you from the
remembrance of Allah. If any act thus, the loss is their own.

10. and spend something (in charity) out of the substance which
We have bestowed on you, before Death should come to any of
you and he should say, "O my Lord! why didst Thou not give me
respite for a little while? I should then have given (largely) in
charity, and I should have been one of the doers of good".
11. But to no soul will Allah grant respite when the time appointed (for it) has come;
and Allah is well acquainted with (all) that ye do.
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ANALYSING THE WORD (TERM) USED TO DESCRIBE INFAAQ

INFAAQ AYAHS IN ARABIC WITH ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS
The Arabic ( )إن َفاقInfaaq appears 54 times in 48 Ayahs (with the word
(term) appearing twice in six Ayahs). These 48 Ayahs are highlighted in
green.
Within these 48 Ayahs the word (term) Sadaqah appears twice in
[[2:264] and [63:10] - highlighted in blue. There are two reference to
“giving” or “paying” without using the word Zakah, Sadaqah or Infaaq
i.e. [2:273] and [60:10] - highlighted in grey.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:3]

1. A.L.M.
2. This is the Book; in it is guidance sure, without doubt, to those who fear Allah.

3. Who believe in the Unseen, are steadfast in prayer, and
spend out of what We have provided for them;
4. And who believe in the Revelation sent to thee, and sent before thy time, and (in
their hearts) have the assurance of the Hereafter.
5. They are on (true) guidance, from their Lord, and it is these who will prosper.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:195]

195. And spend of your substance in the cause of Allah, and
make not your own hands contribute to (your) destruction; but
do good; for Allah loveth those who do good.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:215]

215. They ask thee what they should spend (In charity). Say:
Whatever ye spend that is good, is for parents and kindred and
orphans and those in want and for wayfarers. And whatever ye
do that is good, -(Allah) knoweth it well.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:219]

219. They ask thee concerning wine and gambling. Say: "In them
is great sin, and some profit, for men; but the sin is greater than
the profit." They ask thee how much they are to spend; Say:
"What is beyond your needs." Thus doth Allah Make clear to you
His Signs: In order that ye may consider
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:254]

254. O ye who believe! Spend out of (the bounties) We have
provided for you, before the Day comes when no bargaining (Will
avail), nor friendship nor intercession. Those who reject Faith
they are the wrong-doers.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:261-262]

261. The parable of those who spend their substance in the way
of Allah is that of a grain of corn: it groweth seven ears, and each
ear Hath a hundred grains. Allah giveth manifold increase to
whom He pleaseth: And Allah careth for all and He knoweth all
things.

262. Those who spend their substance in the cause of Allah, and
follow not up their gifts with reminders of their generosity or
with injury - for them their reward is with their Lord: on them
shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:264]

264. O ye who believe! cancel not your charity by reminders of
your generosity or by injury - like those who spend their
substance to be seen of men, but believe neither in Allah nor in
the Last Day. They are in parable like a hard, barren rock, on
which is a little soil: on it falls heavy rain, which leaves it (Just)
a bare stone. They will be able to do nothing with aught they
have earned. And Allah guideth not those who reject faith.
Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:265]

265. And the likeness of those who spend their substance,
seeking to please Allah and to strengthen their souls, is as a
garden, high and fertile: heavy rain falls on it but makes it yield
a double increase of harvest, and if it receives not Heavy rain,
light moisture sufficeth it. Allah seeth well whatever ye do.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:267]

267. O ye who believe! Give of the good things which ye have
(honourably) earned, and of the fruits of the earth which We
have produced for you, and do not even aim at getting anything
which is bad, in order that out of it ye may give away something,
when ye yourselves would not receive it except with closed eyes.
And know that Allah is Free of all wants, and worthy of all praise.
268. The Evil one threatens you with poverty and bids you to conduct unseemly. Allah
promiseth you His forgiveness and bounties. And Allah careth for all and He knoweth
all things.
269. He granteth wisdom to whom He pleaseth; and he to whom wisdom is granted
receiveth indeed a benefit overflowing; but none will grasp the Message but men of
understanding.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:270]

270. And whatever ye spend in charity or devotion, be sure Allah
knows it all. But the wrong-doers have no helpers.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:272]

272. It is not required of thee (O Messenger), to set them on the
right path, but Allah sets on the right path whom He pleaseth.
Whatever of good ye give benefits your own souls, and ye shall
only do so seeking the "Face" of Allah. Whatever good ye give,
shall be rendered back to you, and ye shall not Be dealt with
unjustly.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:273]

273. (Charity is) for those in need, who, in Allah's cause are
restricted (from travel), and cannot move about in the land,
seeking (for trade or work): the ignorant man thinks, because of
their modesty, that they are free from want. Thou shalt know
them by their (unfailing) mark: They beg not importunately from
all the sundry. And whatever of good ye give, be assured Allah
knoweth it well.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:274]

274. Those who (in charity) spend of their goods by night and by
day, in secret and in public, have their reward with their Lord:
on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.
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Surah 3: The Family of ‘Imran (Âl ‘Imrân) [3:17]

17. Those who show patience, Firmness and self-control; who
are true (in word and deed); who worship devoutly; who spend
(in the way of Allah); and who pray for forgiveness in the early
hours of the morning.
14. Fair in the eyes of men is the love of things they covet: Women and sons; Heapedup hoards of gold and silver; horses branded (for blood and excellence); and (wealth
of) cattle and well-tilled land. Such are the possessions of this world's life; but in
nearness to Allah is the best of the goals (To return to).
15. Say: Shall I give you glad tidings of things Far better than those? For the
righteous are Gardens in nearness to their Lord, with rivers flowing beneath; therein
is their eternal home; with companions pure (and holy); and the good pleasure of
Allah. For in Allah's sight are (all) His servants,16. (Namely), those who say: "Our Lord! we have indeed believed: forgive us, then,
our sins, and save us from the agony of the Fire;"17. Those who show patience, Firmness and self-control; who are true (in word and
deed); who worship devoutly; who spend (in the way of Allah); and who pray for
forgiveness in the early hours of the morning.
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Surah 3: The Family of ‘Imran (Âl ‘Imrân) [3:117]

116. Those who reject Faith,- neither their possessions nor their (numerous) progeny
will avail them aught against Allah. They will be companions of the Fire,- dwelling
therein (for ever).

117. What they spend in the life of this (material) world May be
likened to a wind which brings a nipping frost: It strikes and
destroys the harvest of men who have wronged their own souls:
it is not Allah that hath wronged them, but they wrong
themselves.
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Surah 3: The Family of ‘Imran (Âl ‘Imrân) [3:92]

92. By no means shall ye attain righteousness unless ye give
(freely) of that which ye love; and whatever ye give, of a truth
Allah knoweth it well.
85. If anyone desires a religion other than Islam (submission to Allah., never will it
be accepted of him; and in the Hereafter He will be in the ranks of those who have
lost (All spiritual good).
86. How shall Allah Guide those who reject Faith after they accepted it and bore
witness that the Messenger was true and that Clear Signs had come unto them? but
Allah guides not a people unjust.
87. Of such the reward is that on them (rests) the curse of Allah, of His angels, and
of all mankind;88. In that will they dwell; nor will their penalty be lightened, nor respite be (their
lot);89. Except for those that repent (Even) after that, and make amends; for verily Allah
is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
90. But those who reject Faith after they accepted it, and then go on adding to their
defiance of Faith,- never will their repentance be accepted; for they are those who
have (of set purpose) gone astray.
91. As to those who reject Faith, and die rejecting,- never would be accepted from
any such as much gold as the earth contains, though they should offer it for ransom.
For such is (in store) a penalty grievous, and they will find no helpers.
92. By no means shall ye attain righteousness unless ye give (freely) of that which
ye love; and whatever ye give, of a truth Allah knoweth it well.
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Surah 3: The Family of ‘Imran (Âl ‘Imrân) [3:134]

134. Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in
adversity; who restrain anger, and pardon (all) men;- for Allah
loves those who do good;130. O ye who believe! Devour not usury, doubled and multiplied; but fear Allah. that
ye may (really) prosper.
131. Fear the Fire, which is prepared for those who reject Faith:
132. And obey Allah and the Messenger. that ye may obtain mercy.
133. Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your Lord, and for a Garden whose
width is that (of the whole) of the heavens and of the earth, prepared for the
righteous,134. Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity; who restrain
anger, and pardon (all) men;- for Allah loves those who do good;135. And those who, having done something to be ashamed of, or wronged their own
souls, earnestly bring Allah to mind, and ask for forgiveness for their sins,- and who
can forgive sins except Allah.- and are never obstinate in persisting knowingly in (the
wrong) they have done.
136. For such the reward is forgiveness from their Lord, and Gardens with rivers
flowing underneath,- an eternal dwelling: How excellent a recompense for those who
work (and strive)!
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Surah 4: Women (An Nisâ’) [4:34]

34. Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because
Allah has given the one more (strength) than the other, and
because they support them from their means. Therefore the
righteous women are devoutly obedient, and guard in (the
husband's) absence what Allah would have them guard. As to
those women on whose part ye fear disloyalty and ill-conduct,
admonish them (first), (Next), refuse to share their beds, (And
last) beat them (lightly); but if they return to obedience, seek
not against them Means (of annoyance): For Allah is Most High,
great (above you all).
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Surah 4: Women (An Nisâ’) [4:39]

39. And what burden were it on them if they had faith in Allah
and in the Last Day, and they spent out of what Allah hath given
them for sustenance? For Allah hath full knowledge of them.
37. (Nor) those who are niggardly or enjoin niggardliness on others, or hide the
bounties which Allah hath bestowed on them; for We have prepared, for those who
resist Faith, a punishment that steeps them in contempt;38. Not those who spend of their substance, to be seen of men, but have no faith in
Allah and the Last Day: If any take the Evil One for their intimate, what a dreadful
intimate he is!
39. And what burden Were it on them if they had faith in Allah and in the Last Day,
and they spent out of what Allah hath given them for sustenance? For Allah hath
full knowledge of them.
40. Allah is never unjust in the least degree: If there is any good (done), He doubleth
it, and giveth from His own presence a great reward.
40. Allah is never unjust in the least degree: If there is any good (done), He doubleth
it, and giveth from His own presence a great reward
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Surah 5: The Table Spread (Al Mâ'idah) [5:64]

64. The Jews say: "(Allah)'s hand is tied up." Be their hands
tied up and be they accursed for the (blasphemy) they utter.
Nay, both His hands are widely outstretched: He giveth and
spendeth (of His bounty) as He pleaseth. But the revelation
that cometh to thee from Allah increaseth in most of them their
obstinate rebellion and blasphemy. Amongst them we have
placed enmity and hatred till the Day of Judgment. Every time
they kindle the fire of war, Allah doth extinguish it; but they
(ever) strive to do mischief on earth. And Allah loveth not
those who do mischief.
65. If only the People of the Book had believed and been righteous, We should
indeed have blotted out their iniquities and admitted them to gardens of bliss.
66. If only they had stood fast by the Law, the Gospel, and all the revelation that was
sent to them from their Lord, they would have enjoyed happiness from every side.
There is from among them a party on the right course: but many of them follow a
course that is evil.
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Surah 8: Spoils of War (Al Anfâl) [8:3]

1. They ask thee concerning (things taken as) spoils of war. Say: "(such) spoils are
at the disposal of Allah and the Messenger. So fear Allah, and keep straight the
relations between yourselves: Obey Allah and His Messenger, if ye do believe."
2. For, Believers are those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a tremor in their hearts,
and when they hear His signs rehearsed, find their faith strengthened, and put (all)
their trust in their Lord;

3. Who establish regular prayers and spend (freely) out of the
gifts We have given them for sustenance:
4. Such in truth are the believers: they have grades of dignity with their Lord, and
forgiveness, and generous sustenance:
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Surah 8: Spoils of War (Al Anfâl) [8:60]

59. Let not the unbelievers think that they can get the better (of the godly): they will
never frustrate (them).

60. Against them make ready your strength to the utmost of your
power, including steeds of war, to strike terror into (the hearts
of) the enemies, of Allah and your enemies, and others besides,
whom ye may not know, but whom Allah doth know. Whatever
ye shall spend in the cause of Allah, shall be repaid unto you,
and ye shall not be treated unjustly.
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Surah 8: Spoils of War (Al Anfâl) [8:63]

61. But if the enemy incline towards peace, do thou (also) incline towards peace, and
trust in Allah. for He is One that heareth and knoweth (all things).
62. Should they intend to deceive thee,- verily Allah sufficeth thee: He it is That hath
strengthened thee with His aid and with (the company of) the Believers;

63. And (moreover) He hath put affection between their hearts:
not if thou hadst spent all that is in the earth, couldst thou have
produced that affection, but Allah hath done it: for He is Exalted
in might, Wise.
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:91-92]

90. And there were, among the desert Arabs (also), men who made excuses and
came to claim exemption; and those who were false to Allah and His Messenger
(merely) sat inactive. Soon will a grievous penalty seize the Unbelievers among
them.

91. There is no blame on those who are infirm, or ill, or who
find no resources to spend (on the cause), if they are sincere
(in duty) to Allah and His Messenger. no ground (of complaint)
can there be against such as do right: and Allah is Oftforgiving, Most Merciful.

92. Nor (is there blame) on those who came to thee to be
provided with mounts, and when thou saidst, "I can find
no mounts for you," they turned back, their eyes
streaming with tears of grief that they had no resources
wherewith to provide the expenses.
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:99]

99. But some of the desert Arabs believe in Allah and the Last
Day, and look on their payments as pious gifts bringing them
nearer to Allah and obtaining the prayers of the Messenger. Aye,
indeed they bring them nearer (to Him): soon will Allah admit
them to His Mercy: for Allah is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful.
100. The vanguard (of Islam)- the first of those who forsook (their homes) and of
those who gave them aid, and (also) those who follow them in (all) good deeds,well- pleased is Allah with them, as are they with Him: for them hath He prepared
gardens under which rivers flow, to dwell therein for ever: that is the supreme felicity.
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:121]

119. O ye who believe! Fear Allah and be with those who are true (in word and deed).
120. It was not fitting for the people of Medina and the Bedouin Arabs of the
neighbourhood, to refuse to follow Allah's Messenger, nor to prefer their own lives to
his: because nothing could they suffer or do, but was reckoned to their credit as a
deed of righteousness,- whether they suffered thirst, or fatigue, or hunger, in the
cause of Allah, or trod paths to raise the ire of the Unbelievers, or received any injury
whatever from an enemy: for Allah suffereth not the reward to be lost of those who
do good;-

121. Nor could they spend anything (for the cause) - small or
great- nor cut across a valley, but the deed is inscribed to their
credit: that Allah may requite their deed with the best (possible
reward).
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Surah 13: The Thunder (Ar Ra’d) [13:22]

22. Those who patiently persevere, seeking the countenance of
their Lord; Establish regular prayers; spend, out of (the gifts)
We have bestowed for their sustenance, secretly and openly;
and turn off Evil with good: for such there is the final attainment
of the (eternal) home,19. Is then one who doth know that that which hath been revealed unto thee from
thy Lord is the Truth, like one who is blind? It is those who are endued with
understanding that receive admonition;20. Those who fulfil the covenant of Allah and fail not in their plighted word;
21. Those who join together those things which Allah hath commanded to be joined,
hold their Lord in awe, and fear the terrible reckoning;
22. Those who patiently persevere, seeking the countenance of their Lord; Establish
regular prayers; spend, out of (the gifts) We have bestowed for their sustenance,
secretly and openly; and turn off Evil with good: for such there is the final attainment
of the (eternal) home,23. Gardens of perpetual bliss: they shall enter there, as well as the righteous among
their fathers, their spouses, and their offspring: and angels shall enter unto them
from every gate (with the salutation):
24. "Peace unto you for that ye persevered in patience! Now how excellent is the final
home!"
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Surah 14: Abraham (Ibrahim) [14:31]

31. Speak to my servants who have believed, that they may
establish regular prayers, and spend (in charity) out of the
sustenance we have given them, secretly and openly, before the
coming of a Day in which there will be neither mutual bargaining
nor befriending.
32. It is Allah Who hath created the heavens and the earth and sendeth down rain
from the skies, and with it bringeth out fruits wherewith to feed you; it is He Who
hath made the ships subject to you, that they may sail through the sea by His
command; and the rivers (also) hath He made subject to you.
33. And He hath made subject to you the sun and the moon, both diligently pursuing
their courses; and the night and the day hath he (also) made subject to you.
34. And He giveth you of all that ye ask for. But if ye count the favours of Allah, never
will ye be able to number them. Verily, man is given up to injustice and ingratitude.

Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)

108 | P a g e

Surah 16: The Bee (An Nahl) [16:75]

75. Allah sets forth the Parable (of two men: one) a slave under
the dominion of another; He has no power of any sort; and (the
other) a man on whom We have bestowed goodly favours from
Ourselves, and he spends thereof (freely), privately and publicly:
are the two equal? (By no means;) praise be to Allah. But most
of them understand not.
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Surah 22: The Pilgrimage (Al Hajj) [22:35]

34. To every people did We appoint rites (of sacrifice), that they might celebrate the
name of Allah over the sustenance He gave them from animals (fit for food). But your
Allah is One Allah. submit then your wills to Him (in Islam): and give thou the good
news to those who humble themselves,-

35. To those whose hearts when Allah is mentioned, are filled
with fear, who show patient perseverance over their afflictions,
keep up regular prayer, and spend (in charity) out of what We
have bestowed upon them.
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Surah 25: The Criterion (Al Furqân) [25:67]

63. And the servants of (Allah) Most Gracious are those who walk on the earth in
humility, and when the ignorant address them, they say, "Peace!";
64. Those who spend the night in adoration of their Lord prostrate and standing;
65. Those who say, "Our Lord! avert from us the Wrath of Hell, for its Wrath is
indeed an affliction grievous,66. "Evil indeed is it as an abode, and as a place to rest in";

67. Those who, when they spend, are not extravagant and not
niggardly, but hold a just (balance) between those (extremes);
68. Those who invoke not, with Allah, any other god, nor slay such life as Allah has
made sacred except for just cause, nor commit fornication; - and any that does this
(not only) meets punishment.
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Surah 28: The Stories (Al Qasas) [28:54]

54. Twice will they be given their reward, for that they have
persevered, that they avert Evil with Good, and that they spend
(in charity) out of what We have given them.
52. Those to whom We sent the Book before this - they do believe in this (revelation):
53. And when it is recited to them, they say: "We believe therein, for it is the Truth
from our Lord: indeed we have been Muslims (bowing to Allah's Will) from before this.
54. Twice will they be given their reward, for that they have persevered, that they
avert Evil with Good, and that they spend (in charity) out of what We have given
them.
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Surah 32: The Prostration (As Sajdah) [32:16]

15. Only those believe in Our Signs, who, when they are recited to them, fall down
in adoration, and celebrate the praises of their Lord, nor are they (ever) puffed up
with pride.

16. Their limbs do forsake their beds of sleep, the while they call
on their Lord, in Fear and Hope: and they spend (in charity) out
of the sustenance which We have bestowed on them.
17. Now no person knows what delights of the eye are kept hidden (in reserve) for
them - as a reward for their (good) deeds.
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Surah 34: Sheba (Saba) [34:39]

39. Say: "Verily my Lord enlarges and restricts the Sustenance
to such of his servants as He pleases: and nothing do ye spend
in the least (in His cause) but He replaces it: for He is the Best
of those who grant Sustenance.
35. They said: "We have more in wealth and in sons, and we cannot be punished."
36. Say: "Verily my Lord enlarges and restricts the Provision to whom He pleases,
but most men understand not."
37. It is not your wealth nor your sons, that will bring you nearer to Us in degree:
but only those who believe and work righteousness - these are the ones for whom
there is a multiplied Reward for their deeds, while secure they (reside) in the
dwellings on high!
38. Those who strive against Our Signs, to frustrate them, will be given over into
Punishment.
39. Say: "Verily my Lord enlarges and restricts the Sustenance to such of his servants
as He pleases: and nothing do ye spend in the least (in His cause) but He replaces it:
for He is the Best of those who grant Sustenance.
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Surah 35: The Angels (Fâtir) [35:29]

29. Those who rehearse the Book of Allah, establish regular
Prayer, and spend (in Charity) out of what We have provided for
them, secretly and openly, hope for a commerce that will never
fail:
27. Seest thou not that Allah sends down rain from the sky? With it We then bring
out produce of various colours. And in the mountains are tracts white and red, of
various shades of colour, and black intense in hue.
28. And so amongst men and crawling creatures and cattle, are they of various
colours. Those truly fear Allah, among His Servants, who have knowledge: for Allah
is Exalted in Might, Oft-Forgiving.
29. Those who rehearse the Book of Allah, establish regular Prayer, and spend (in
Charity) out of what We have provided for them, secretly and openly, hope for a
commerce that will never fail:
30. For He will pay them their meed, nay, He will give them (even) more out of His
Bounty: for He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate (service).
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Surah 36: Ya-Sin (Yâ Sîn) [36:47]

46. Not a Sign comes to them from among the Signs of their Lord, but they turn away
therefrom.

47. And when they are told, "Spend ye of (the bounties) with
which Allah has provided you," the Unbelievers say to those who
believe: "Shall we then feed those whom, if Allah had so willed,
He would have fed, (Himself)? Ye are in nothing but manifest
error."
48. Further, they say, "When will this promise (come to pass), if what ye say is true?"
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Surah 42: Counsel, Consultation (Ash-Shura) [42:38]

36. Whatever ye are given (here) is (but) a convenience of this life: but that which
is with Allah is better and more lasting: (it is) for those who believe and put their
trust in their Lord:
37. Those who avoid the greater crimes and shameful deeds, and, when they are
angry even then forgive;

38. Those who hearken to their Lord, and establish regular
Prayer; who (conduct) their affairs by mutual Consultation; who
spend out of what We bestow on them for Sustenance;
39. And those who, when an oppressive wrong is inflicted on them, (are not
cowed but) help and defend themselves.
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Surah 47: Muhammad (Muhammad) [47:38]

38. Behold, ye are those invited to spend (of your substance) in
the Way of Allah. But among you are some that are niggardly.
But any who are niggardly are so at the expense of their own
souls. But Allah is free of all wants, and it is ye that are needy.
If ye turn back (from the Path), He will substitute in your stead
another people; then they would not be like you!
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Surah 57: Iron (Al Hadîd) [57:7]

5. To Him belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth: and all affairs are
referred back to Allah.
6. He merges Night into Day, and He merges Day into Night; and He has full
knowledge of the secrets of (all) hearts.

7. Believe in Allah and His apostle, and spend (in charity) out of
the (substance) whereof He has made you heirs. For, those of
you who believe and spend (in charity) - for them is a great
Reward.
8. What cause have ye why ye should not believe in Allah - and the Messenger invites
you to believe in your Lord, and has indeed taken your Covenant, if ye are men of
Faith.
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Surah 57: Iron (Al Hadîd) [57:10]

9. He is the One Who sends to His Servant Manifest Signs, that He may lead you from
the depths of Darkness into the Light and verily Allah is to you most kind and Merciful.

10. And what cause have ye why ye should not spend in the
cause of Allah - For to Allah belongs the heritage of the heavens
and the earth. Not equal among you are those who spent (freely)
and fought, before the Victory, (with those who did so later).
Those are higher in rank than those who spent (freely) and
fought afterwards. But to all has Allah promised a goodly
(reward). And Allah is well acquainted with all that ye do.
11. Who is he that will Loan to Allah a beautiful loan? for (Allah) will increase it
manifold to his credit, and he will have (besides) a liberal Reward.
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Surah 60: She That Is To Be Examined, Examining Her (Al
Mumtahinah) [60:10]

10. O ye who believe! When there come to you believing
women refugees, examine (and test) them: Allah knows best
as to their Faith: if ye ascertain that they are Believers, then
send them not back to the Unbelievers. They are not lawful
(wives) for the Unbelievers, nor are the (Unbelievers) lawful
(husbands) for them. But pay the Unbelievers what they have
spent (on their dower), and there will be no blame on you if ye
marry them on payment of their dower to them. But hold not to
the guardianship of unbelieving women: ask for what ye have
spent on their dowers, and let the (Unbelievers) ask for what
they have spent (on the dowers of women who come over to
you). Such is the command of Allah. He judges (with justice)
between you. And Allah is Full of Knowledge and Wisdom.
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Surah 60: She That Is To Be Examined, Examining Her (Al
Mumtahinah) [60:11]

11. And if any of your wives deserts you to the Unbelievers, and
ye have an accession (by the coming over of a woman from the
other side), then pay to those whose wives have deserted the
equivalent of what they had spent (on their dower). And fear
Allah, in Whom ye believe.

Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)

122 | P a g e

Surah 63: The Hypocrites (Al Munafiqûn) [63:10]

9. O ye who believe! Let not your riches or your children divert you from the
remembrance of Allah. If any act thus, the loss is their own.

10. and spend something (in charity) out of the substance which
We have bestowed on you, before Death should come to any of
you and he should say, "O my Lord! why didst Thou not give me
respite for a little while? I should then have given (largely) in
charity, and I should have been one of the doers of good".
11. But to no soul will Allah grant respite when the time appointed (for it) has come;
and Allah is well acquainted with (all) that ye do.
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Surah 64: Mutual Disillusion, Haggling (At Taghâbun) [64:16]

16. So fear Allah as much as ye can; listen and obey and spend
in charity for the benefit of your own soul and those saved from
the covetousness of their own souls - they are the ones that
achieve prosperity.
13. Allah. There is no god but He: and on Allah, therefore, let the Believers put their
trust.
14. O ye who believe! Truly, among your wives and your children are (some that are)
enemies to yourselves: so beware of them! But if ye forgive and overlook, and cover
up (their faults), verily Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
15. Your riches and your children may be but a trial: but in the Presence of Allah, is
the highest, Reward.
16. So fear Allah as much as ye can; listen and obey and spend in charity for the
benefit of your own soul and those saved from the covetousness of their own souls they are the ones that achieve prosperity.
17. If ye loan to Allah, a beautiful loan, He will double it to your (credit), and He will
grant you Forgiveness: for Allah is most Ready to appreciate (service), Most
Forbearing 18. Knower of what is open, Exalted in Might, Full of Wisdom.
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Surah 65: Divorce (At Talaq) [65:6-7]

6. Let the women live (in 'iddat) in the same style as ye live,
according to your means: Annoy them not, so as to restrict them.
And if they carry (life in their wombs), then spend (your
substance) on them until they deliver their burden: and if they
suckle your (offspring), give them their recompense: and take
mutual counsel together, according to what

is just and

reasonable. And if ye find yourselves in difficulties, let another
woman suckle (the child) on the (father's) behalf.

7. Let the man of means spend according to his means: and the
man whose resources are restricted, let him spend according to
what Allah has given him. Allah puts no burden on any person
beyond what He has given him. After a difficulty, Allah will
soon grant relief.
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ANALYSING THE WORD (OR TERM) USED TO DESCRIBE GIVING
WHERE THE WORD (TERM) ZAKAH, SADAQAH AND INFAAQ ARE
NOT USED

AYAHS IN ARABIC WITH ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS
There are 18 mentions in 17 Ayahs where various Arabic words (terms)
are used to describe the act of charitable giving without directly using
the words Zakah, Sadaqah and Infaaq and are highlighted in grey. The
word (term) Zakah appears once [2:177] in the same Ayah - highlighted
in yelow, the word Sadaqah appears four time - highlighted in blue and
the word Infaaq appears twice [2:273] and [60:10] - highlighted in
green.
Two Ayahs refer to the ill of usury and the blessings of (giving) charity
and two to the rewards of chartable acts. Seven Ayahs are linked to
feeding and clothing the poor / needy and four Ayahs are general
encouragements to fulfilling their rights.
Two Ayahs refer giving in relation to the dowry paid to a bride, one to
inheritance and one to compensation for killing a Muslim. In these the
encouragement is to give freely and willingly.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:177]

177. It is not righteousness that ye turn your faces Towards east
or West; but it is righteousness- to believe in Allah and the Last
Day, and the Angels, and the Book, and the Messengers; to spend
of your substance, out of love for Him, for your kin, for orphans,
for the needy, for the wayfarer, for those who ask, and for the
ransom of slaves; to be steadfast in prayer, and practice regular
charity; to fulfil the contracts which ye have made; and to be
firm and patient, in pain (or suffering) and adversity, and
throughout all periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, the
Allah fearing.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:271]

271. If ye disclose (acts of) charity, even so it is well, but if ye
conceal them, and make them reach those (really) in need, that
is best for you: It will remove from you some of your (stains of)
evil. And Allah is well acquainted with what ye do.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:273]

273. (Charity is) for those in need, who, in Allah's cause are
restricted (from travel), and cannot move about in the land,
seeking (for trade or work): the ignorant man thinks, because of
their modesty, that they are free from want. Thou shalt know
them by their (unfailing) mark: They beg not importunately from
all the sundry. And whatever of good ye give, be assured Allah
knoweth it well.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:276]

275. Those who devour usury will not stand except as stand one whom the Evil one
by his touch Hath driven to madness. That is because they say: "Trade is like usury,"
but Allah hath permitted trade and forbidden usury. Those who after receiving
direction from their Lord, desist, shall be pardoned for the past; their case is for Allah
(to judge); but those who repeat (The offence) are companions of the Fire: They will
abide therein (forever).

276. Allah will deprive usury of all blessing, but will give increase
for deeds of charity: For He loveth not creatures ungrateful and
wicked.
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Surah 4: Women (An Nisâ’) [4:4]

4. And give the women (on marriage) their dower as a free gift;
but if they, of their own good pleasure, remit any part of it to
you, take it and enjoy it with right good cheer.

Surah 4: Women (An Nisâ’) [4:5]

5. To those weak of understanding make not over your property,
which Allah hath made a means of support for you, but feed and
clothe them therewith, and speak to them words of kindness and
justice.
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Surah 4: Women (An Nisâ’) [4:8]

7. From what is left by parents and those nearest related there is a share for men
and a share for women, whether the property be small or large,-a determinate
share.

8. But if at the time of division other relatives, or orphans or
poor, are present, feed them out of the (property), and speak
to them words of kindness and justice.
9. Let those (disposing of an estate) have the same fear in their minds as they would
have for their own if they had left a helpless family behind: Let them fear Allah, and
speak words of appropriate (comfort).
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Surah 4: Women (An Nisâ’) [4:33]

33. To (benefit) everyone, We have appointed shares and heirs
to property left by parents and relatives. To those, also, to whom
your right hand was pledged, give their due portion. For truly
Allah is witness to all things.
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Surah 4: Women (An Nisâ’) [4:92]

92. Never should a believer kill a believer; but (If it so happens)
by mistake, (Compensation is due): If one (so) kills a believer,
it is ordained that he should free a believing slave, and pay
compensation to the deceased's family, unless they remit it
freely. If the deceased belonged to a people at war with you, and
he was a believer, the freeing of a believing slave (Is enough).
If he belonged to a people with whom ye have treaty of Mutual
alliance, compensation should be paid to his family, and a
believing slave be freed. For those who find this beyond their
means, (is prescribed) a fast for two months running: by way of
repentance to Allah. for Allah hath all knowledge and all wisdom.
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Surah 6: Cattle, Livestock (Al An'âm) [6:141]

140. Lost are those who slay their children, from folly, without knowledge, and forbid
food which Allah hath provided for them, inventing (lies) against Allah. They have
indeed gone astray and heeded no guidance.

141. It is He Who produceth gardens, with trellises and without,
and dates, and tilth with produce of all kinds, and olives and
pomegranates, similar (in kind) and different (in variety): eat of
their fruit in their season, but render the dues that are proper on
the day that the harvest is gathered. But waste not by excess:
for Allah loveth not the wasters.
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Surah 22: The Pilgrimage (Al Hajj) [22:36]

36. The sacrificial camels we have made for you as among the
symbols from Allah. in them is (much) good for you: then
pronounce the name of Allah over them as they line up (for
sacrifice): when they are down on their sides (after slaughter),
eat ye thereof, and feed such as (beg not but) live in
contentment, and such as beg with due humility: thus have We
made animals subject to you, that ye may be grateful.
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Surah 23: The Believers (Al Mu'minûn) [23:60]

57. Verily those who live in awe for fear of their Lord;
58. Those who believe in the Signs of their Lord;
59. Those who join not (in worship) partners with their Lord;

60. And those who dispense their charity with their hearts full of
fear, because they will return to their Lord;61. It is these who hasten in every good work, and these who are foremost in them.
62. On no soul do We place a burden greater than it can bear: before Us is a record
which clearly shows the truth: they will never be wronged.

Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)

137 | P a g e

Surah 51: The Winnowing Winds (Az Zâriyât) [51:19]

18. And in the hour of early dawn, they (were found) praying for Forgiveness;

19. And in their wealth and possessions (was remembered) the
right of the (needy,) him who asked, and him who (for some
reason) was prevented (from asking).
20. On the earth are signs for those of assured Faith,
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Surah 60: She That Is To Be Examined, Examining Her (Al
Mumtahinah) [60:10]

10. O ye who believe! When there come to you believing
women refugees, examine (and test) them: Allah knows best
as to their Faith: if ye ascertain that they are Believers, then
send them not back to the Unbelievers. They are not lawful
(wives) for the Unbelievers, nor are the (Unbelievers) lawful
(husbands) for them. But pay the Unbelievers what they have
spent (on their dower), and there will be no blame on you if ye
marry them on payment of their dower to them. But hold not to
the guardianship of unbelieving women: ask for what ye have
spent on their dowers, and let the (Unbelievers) ask for what
they have spent (on the dowers of women who come over to
you). Such is the command of Allah. He judges (with justice)
between you. And Allah is Full of Knowledge and Wisdom.
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Surah 70: The Ascending Stairways (Al Ma'ârij) [70:24]

24. And those in whose wealth is a recognised right.
10. And no friend will ask after a friend,
11. Though they will be put in sight of each other - the sinner's desire will be: Would
that he could redeem himself from the Penalty of that Day by (sacrificing) his children,
12. His wife and his brother,
13. His kindred who sheltered him,
14. And all, all that is on earth, so it could deliver him:
15. By no means! for it would be the Fire of Hell!
16. Plucking out (his being) right to the skull!
17. Inviting (all) such as turn their backs and turn away their faces (from the Right).
18. And collect (wealth) and hide it (from use)!
19. Truly man was created very impatient;
20. Fretful when evil touches him;
21. And niggardly when good reaches him;
22. Not so those devoted to Prayer;
23. Those who remain steadfast to their prayer;
24. And those in whose wealth is a recognised right.
25. For the (needy) who asks and him who is prevented (for some reason from
asking);
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Surah 92: The Night (Al Lail) [92:5]

5. So he who gives (in charity) and fears (Allah),

Charity in the Qur’an (Ver. 1C)

141 | P a g e

Surah 92: The Night (Al Lail) [92:18]

17. But those most devoted to Allah shall be removed far from it,

18. Those who spend their wealth for increase in selfpurification,
19. And have in their minds no favour from anyone for which a reward is expected in
return,
20. But only the desire to seek for the Countenance of their Lord Most High;
21. And soon will they attain (complete) satisfaction.
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ANALYSING THE AYAHS WHERE THE WORD (OR TERM) USED TO
DESCRIBE CHARITY IS IMPLIED

AYAHS IN ARABIC WITH ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS
The are 19 Ayahs that refer to the act of giving in bad faith or cancelling
the benefit / rewards for sincere giving or discouraging and disparaging
the act of giving - highlighted in red. Of these the word (term) Sadaqah
appear five times – double highlighted in blue and red and onece the
term word (term) Infaaq appears [9:34] – highlighted in grey.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:263]

263. Kind words and the covering of faults are better than
charity followed by injury. Allah is free of all wants, and He is
Most-Forbearing.

261. The parable of those who spend their substance in the way of Allah is that of a
grain of corn: it groweth seven ears, and each ear Hath a hundred grains. Allah giveth
manifold increase to whom He pleaseth: And Allah careth for all and He knoweth all
things.
262. Those who spend their substance in the cause of Allah, and follow not up their
gifts with reminders of their generosity or with injury,-for them their reward is with
their Lord: on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.
263. Kind words and the covering of faults are better than charity followed by injury.
Allah is free of all wants, and He is Most-Forbearing.
264. O ye who believe! cancel not your charity by reminders of your generosity or by
injury,- like those who spend their substance to be seen of men, but believe neither
in Allah nor in the Last Day. They are in parable like a hard, barren rock, on which is
a little soil: on it falls heavy rain, which leaves it (Just) a bare stone. They will be
able to do nothing with aught they have earned. And Allah guideth not those who
reject faith.
265. And the likeness of those who spend their substance, seeking to please Allah
and to strengthen their souls, is as a garden, high and fertile: heavy rain falls on it
but makes it yield a double increase of harvest, and if it receives not Heavy rain, light
moisture sufficeth it. Allah seeth well whatever ye do.
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Surah 2: The Cow (Al Baqarah) [2:264]

264. O ye who believe! cancel not your charity by reminders of
your generosity or by injury - like those who spend their
substance to be seen of men, but believe neither in Allah nor in
the Last Day. They are in parable like a hard, barren rock, on
which is a little soil: on it falls heavy rain, which leaves it (Just)
a bare stone. They will be able to do nothing with aught they
have earned. And Allah guideth not those who reject faith.
263. Kind words and the covering of faults are better than charity followed by injury.
Allah is free of all wants, and He is Most-Forbearing.
264. O ye who believe! cancel not your charity by reminders of your generosity or by
injury,- like those who spend their substance to be seen of men, but believe neither
in Allah nor in the Last Day. They are in parable like a hard, barren rock, on which is
a little soil: on it falls heavy rain, which leaves it (Just) a bare stone. They will be
able to do nothing with aught they have earned. And Allah guideth not those who
reject faith.
265. And the likeness of those who spend their substance, seeking to please Allah
and to strengthen their souls, is as a garden, high and fertile: heavy rain falls on it
but makes it yield a double increase of harvest, and if it receives not Heavy rain, light
moisture sufficeth it. Allah seeth well whatever ye do.
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Surah 3: The Family of 'Imran (Âl 'Imrân) [3:180]

180. And let not those who covetously withhold of the gifts
which Allah Hath given them of His Grace, think that it is good
for them: Nay, it will be the worse for them: soon shall the things
which they covetously withheld be tied to their necks Like a
twisted collar, on the Day of Judgment. To Allah belongs the
heritage of the heavens and the earth; and Allah is wellacquainted with all that ye do.
179. Allah will not leave the believers in the state in which ye are now, until He
separates what is evil from what is good nor will He disclose to you the secrets of the
Unseen. But He chooses of His Messenger. (For the purpose) whom He pleases. So
believe in Allah. And His apostles: And if ye believe and do right, ye have a reward
without measure.
180. And let not those who covetously withhold of the gifts which Allah Hath given
them of His Grace, think that it is good for them: Nay, it will be the worse for them:
soon shall the things which they covetously withheld be tied to their necks Like a
twisted collar, on the Day of Judgment. To Allah belongs the heritage of the heavens
and the earth; and Allah is well-acquainted with all that ye do.
181. Allah hath heard the taunt of those who say: "Truly, Allah is indigent and we
are rich!"- We shall certainly record their word and (their act) of slaying the prophets
in defiance of right, and We shall say: "Taste ye the penalty of the Scorching Fire!
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Surah 4: Women (An Nisâ’) [4:37]

36. Serve Allah, and join not any partners with Him; and do good- to parents, kinsfolk,
orphans, those in need, neighbours who are near, neighbours who are strangers, the
companion by your side, the wayfarer (ye meet), and what your right hands possess:
For Allah loveth not the arrogant, the vainglorious;-

37. (Nor) those who are niggardly or enjoin niggardliness on
others, or hide the bounties which Allah hath bestowed on them;
for We have prepared, for those who resist Faith, a punishment
that steeps them in contempt;-
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Surah 4: Women (An Nisâ’) [4:38]

38. Not those who spend of their substance, to be seen of men,
but have no faith in Allah and the Last Day: If any take the Evil
One for their intimate, what a dreadful intimate he is!
37. (Nor) those who are niggardly or enjoin niggardliness on others, or hide the
bounties which Allah hath bestowed on them; for We have prepared, for those who
resist Faith, a punishment that steeps them in contempt;38. Not those who spend of their substance, to be seen of men, but have no faith in
Allah and the Last Day: If any take the Evil One for their intimate, what a dreadful
intimate he is!
39. And what burden Were it on them if they had faith in Allah and in the Last Day,
and they spent out of what Allah hath given them for sustenance? For Allah hath
full knowledge of them.
40. Allah is never unjust in the least degree: If there is any good (done), He doubleth
it, and giveth from His own presence a great reward.
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Surah 8: Spoils of War (Al Anfâl) [8:36]

36. The Unbelievers spend their wealth to hinder (man) from the
path of Allah, and so will they continue to spend; but in the end
they will have (only) regrets and sighs; at length they will be
overcome: and the Unbelievers will be gathered together to Hell;
37. In order that Allah may separate the impure from the pure, put the impure, one
on another, heap them together, and cast them into Hell. They will be the ones to
have lost.
38. Say to the Unbelievers, if (now) they desist (from Unbelief), their past would be
forgiven them; but if they persist, the punishment of those before them is already
(a matter of warning for them).
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:34] {implied}

34. O ye who believe! there are indeed many among the priests
and anchorites, who in Falsehood devour the substance of men
and hinder (them) from the way of Allah. And there are those
who bury gold and silver and spend it not in the way of Allah.
announce unto them a most grievous penalty 35. On the Day when heat will be produced out of that (wealth) in the fire of Hell,
and with it will be branded their foreheads, their flanks, and their backs, "This is the
(treasure) which ye buried for yourselves: taste ye, then, the (treasures) ye buried!"
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:53]

53. Say: "Spend (for the cause) willingly or unwillingly: not from
you will it be accepted: for ye are indeed a people rebellious and
wicked."
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:54]

54. The only reasons why their contributions are not accepted
are: that they reject Allah and His Messenger. that they come to
prayer without earnestness; and that they offer contributions
unwillingly.
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:58]

56. They swear by Allah that they are indeed of you; but they are not of you: yet
they are afraid (to appear in their true colours).
57. If they could find a place to flee to, or caves, or a place of concealment, they
would turn straightaway thereto, with an obstinate rush.

58. And among them are men who slander thee in the matter of
(the distribution of) the alms: if they are given part thereof, they
are pleased, but if not, behold! they are indignant!
59. If only they had been content with what Allah and His Messenger gave them, and
had said, "Sufficient unto us is Allah. Allah and His Messenger will soon give us of His
bounty: to Allah do we turn our hopes!" (that would have been the right course).
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:75]

73. O Prophet! strive hard against the unbelievers and the Hypocrites, and be firm
against them. Their abode is Hell,- an evil refuge indeed.
74. They swear by Allah that they said nothing (evil), but indeed they uttered
blasphemy, and they did it after accepting Islam; and they meditated a plot which
they were unable to carry out: this revenge of theirs was (their) only return for the
bounty with which Allah and His Messenger had enriched them! If they repent, it will
be best for them; but if they turn back (to their evil ways), Allah will punish them
with a grievous penalty in this life and in the Hereafter: They shall have none on
earth to protect or help them.

75. Amongst them are men who made a covenant with Allah, that
if He bestowed on them of His bounty, they would give (largely)
in charity, and be truly amongst those who are righteous.

Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:76]

76. But when He did bestow of His bounty, they became covetous,
and turned back (from their covenant), averse (from its
fulfilment).
77. So He hath put as a consequence hypocrisy into their hearts, (to last) till the Day,
whereon they shall meet Him: because they broke their covenant with Allah, and
because they lied (again and again).
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:79]

78. Know they not that Allah doth know their secret (thoughts) and their secret
counsels, and that Allah knoweth well all things unseen?

79. Those who slander such of the believers as give themselves
freely to (deeds of) charity, as well as such as can find nothing
to give except the fruits of their labour,- and throw ridicule on
them,- Allah will throw back their ridicule on them: and they
shall have a grievous penalty.
80. Whether thou ask for their forgiveness, or not, (their sin is unforgivable): if thou
ask seventy times for their forgiveness, Allah will not forgive them: because they
have rejected Allah and His Messenger. and Allah guideth not those who are
perversely rebellious.
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Surah 9: Repentance (At Taubah) [9:98]

97. The Arabs of the desert are the worst in Unbelief and hypocrisy, and most fitted
to be in ignorance of the command which Allah hath sent down to His Messenger. But
Allah is All-knowing, All-Wise.

98. Some of the desert Arabs look upon their payments as a fine,
and watch for disasters for you: on them be the disaster of evil:
for Allah is He That heareth and knoweth (all things).
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Surah 47: Muhammad (Muhammad) [47:36]

36. The life of this world is but play and amusement: and if ye
believe and guard against

Evil, He will grant

you your

recompense, and will not ask you (to give up) your possessions.

Surah 47: Muhammad (Muhammad) [47:37]

37. If He were to ask you for all of them, and press you, ye would
covetously withhold, and He would bring out all your ill-feeling.
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Surah 57: Iron (Al Hadid) [57:24]

22. No misfortune can happen on earth or in your souls but is recorded in a decree
before We bring it into existence: That is truly easy for Allah.
23. In order that ye may not despair over matters that pass you by, nor exult over
favours bestowed upon you. For Allah loveth not any vain glorious boaster,-

24. Such persons as are covetous and commend covetousness to
men. And if any turn back (from Allah's Way), verily Allah is Free
of all Needs, Worthy of all Praise.
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Surah 63: The Hypocrites (Al Munafiqun) [63:7]

5. And when it is said to them, "Come, the Messenger of Allah will pray for your
forgiveness", they turn aside their heads, and thou wouldst see them turning away
their faces in arrogance.
6. It is equal to them whether thou pray for their forgiveness or not. Allah will not
forgive them. Truly Allah guides not rebellious transgressors.

7. They are the ones who say, "Spend nothing on those who are
with Allah's Messenger, to the end that they may disperse (and
quit Medina)." But to Allah belong the treasures of the heavens
and the earth; but the Hypocrites understand not.
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Surah 92: The Night (Al Lail) [92:8]

8. But he who is a greedy miser and thinks himself self-sufficient,
5. So he who gives (in charity) and fears (Allah),
6. And (in all sincerity) testifies to the best,7. We will indeed make smooth for him the path to Bliss.
8. But he who is a greedy miser and thinks himself self-sufficient,
9. And gives the lie to the best,10. We will indeed make smooth for him the path to Misery;
11. Nor will his wealth profit him when he falls headlong (into the Pit).
12. Verily We take upon Ourselves to guide,
13. And verily unto Us (belong) the End and the Beginning.
14. Therefore do I warn you of a Fire blazing fiercely;
15. None shall reach it but those most unfortunate on
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ADDENDUM
WHO TO SPEND ON
[2:215]
[2:271]
[2:273]

[2:280]
[2:83]
[4:5]
[5:45]
[8:60]
[12:88]

[22:36]

[36:47]

[51:19]

[58:12]

"… for parents and kindred and orphans and those
in want and for wayfarers."
"… those (really) in need"
"for those in need, who, in Allah's cause are
restricted (from travel), and cannot move about in
the land, seeking (for trade or work)"
"If the debtor is in a difficulty, grant him time till it
is easy for him to repay. But if ye remit it by way of
charity that is best for you if ye only knew."
"treat with kindness your parents and kindred, and
orphans and those in need"
"but feed and clothe them therewith"
"But if any one remits the retaliation by way of
charity, it is an act of atonement for himself."
[Context: Forgiveing those who harm you]
"… spend in the cause of Allah ..." [Context: Jihad]
"We have (now) brought but scanty capital: so pay
us full measure, (we pray thee), and treat it as
charity to us" [Context: Assisting those who have
insufficient means]
"and feed such as (beg not but) live in contentment,
and such as beg with due humility." [Context:
Qurbani / Hajj Dumm]
"the Unbelievers say to those who believe: "Shall we
then feed those whom, if Allah had so willed, He
would have fed, (Himself)?""
"And in their wealth and possessions (was
remembered) the right of the (needy,) him who
asked, and him who (for some reason) was
prevented (from asking)."
"When ye consult the Messenger in private, spend
something in charity before your private
consultation." [Context: Niyyah?]

Infaaq
Sadaqah
Infaaq

Sadaqah
Zakah
Other
Encouragements
Sadaqah
Infaaq
Other
Encouragements
Other
Encouragements
Infaaq

Other
Encouragements

Sadaqah
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WHAT TO GIVE …
[2:267]
[3:92]
[6:141]
[9:60]
[9:103]

"Give of the good things which ye have (honourably)
earned, and of the fruits of the earth which We have
produced for you …" [Context: Give the Best]
"… unless ye give (freely) of that which ye love"
[Context: Give good things]
"but render the dues that are proper on the day that
the harvest is gathered."
"Alms are for the poor and the needy …"
"Of their goods, take alms …"

Infaaq
Infaaq
Other
Encouragements
Sadaqah*
Sadaqah*

Add 1:2
HOW MUCH TO GIVE …
[2:219]

"They ask thee how much they are to spend; Say:
Infaaq
"What is beyond your needs.""

Add 1:3
COMPENSATION AS A REASON WHY TO GIVE …

[2:196]

[4:92]

"And if any of you is ill, or has an ailment in his
scalp, (necessitating shaving), (he should) in
Sadaqah
compensation either fast, or feed the poor, or offer
sacrifice;"
"If one (so) kills a believer, it is ordained that he
should free a believing slave, and pay compensation Sadaqah
to the deceased's family, unless they remit it freely."

Add 1:4
GIVING RIGHTS …
[4:4]
[4:33]

"And give the women (on marriage) their dower as
a free gift; "
"To those, also, to whom your right hand was
pledged, give their due portion." [Context:
Inheritance]

Other
Encouragements
Other
Encouragements
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PUNISHMENT AS A CONSEQUENCE FOR NOT GIVING …
[3:180]

"soon shall the things which they covetously withheld be tied to
their necks Like a twisted collar, on the Day of Judgment. "

[4:37]

“(Nor) those who are niggardly or enjoin niggardliness on others,
or hide the bounties which Allah hath bestowed on them; for We
have prepared, for those who resist Faith, a punishment that
steeps them in contempt;”

[8:36]

"The Unbelievers spend their wealth to hinder (man) from the path
of Allah, and so will they continue to spend; but in the end they
will have (only) regrets and sighs; at "length they will be
overcome: and the Unbelievers will be gathered together to Hell”

[9:34]

"And there are those who bury gold and silver and spend it not in
the way of Allah. Announce unto them a most grievous penalty"

[9:53]

"Say: "Spend (for the cause) willingly or unwillingly: not from you
will it be accepted: for ye are indeed a people rebellious and
wicked.""

[9:79]

“Those who slander such of the believers as give themselves freely
to (deeds of) charity … they shall have a grievous penalty."

[9:98]

"Some of the desert Arabs look upon their payments as a fine, and
watch for disasters for you: on them be the disaster of evil"

[92:8]a

"But he who is a greedy miser and thinks himself self-sufficient …
[92:10] We will indeed make smooth for him the path to Misery"

Add 1:6

Please consider a donation of US $5 if you
found this publication useful, search
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